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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: 1, State Steamship
Service, balance-sheet and profit and loss
aecount for the year ended 30th June,
1914. 2, Government Savings Bank,
balance-sheet, report, and returns for the
year ended 30th June, 1914.

By the Minister for Education: Edn-
cation Department, amendment of regu-
lations.

QUESTION — RAILWAY EXCUR-
SION FARES.

Farmers uatlending the University.

Hon. J. MITCHELL asked the Minister
for Railways: 1, Is it a fact that farmers
attending the special farmers’ -classes
at the University are denied the excursion
fares granted te other University stud-
ents? 2, If so, will he take steps to ren-
der these cheap fares available to those
attending the farmers’ classes in future?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: 1, Yes. 2, Considerable
concessions are already granted for
the assistance of education, and it
is not proposed to add to them
at the present time. In view of the ad-
vantages to he gained from these classes.
it is hardly likely fhat the farmer will
negleet this opportunity simply hecause
the fares are not specially reduced.
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QUESTION — EXPLOSIVES MAGA-
ZINE, WOODMAX'S POINT.

AMr. BOLTON asked the Minister for
Mines:—1, What quantity of explosives
was held in Strelitz Bros.” magazine at
Woodman’s Point at the time of declara-
tion of war between Great Britain and
Germany! 2, Were Strelitz Bros. the
duly accredited ngents for the firm of
Nobel, Ifamburg? 3, What quantity of
explosives las been removed from Strelitz
Bros,! magazine since the deelaration of
war between (ireat Britain and Germany?
4, What quantity of explosives is at pres-
ent in Slrelilz Bros’ magazine?

The MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: 1, Approximately 150 tons, 2,
Yes; but all licenses for storage are in
the name of Strelitz Bros., as the depart-
ment have always insisied upon having
loeal responsibility. 3, Approximately
147 tons. 4, Three tons. (There have
been no consighments reeeived sinee the

outbreak of the war.)

QUESTION - RAILWAY FREE
PASSES TO LARGE FREIGHT-
ERS.

Mr. MUNSIE asked the Minister for
Railways: Seeing that 19 persons held
free railway passes on December 18th,
1911, in consideralion of the payment of
large freights, can he inform me at what
date those passes were diseontinued?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: The free passes referred to ex-
pired on the 31st December, 1911. Passes
were issued for 1912, but the regulations
were amended as from the lst January,
1913, and sinee then no free passes have
been issued.

QUESTION — HOSPITAL FOR IN-
SANE, CLAREMONT, OVER-
CROWDING.

Mr, VERYARD asked the Premier: 1,
Is he aware that the Hospital for the
Insane at Claremont is over-crowded with
patients, and that considerable space is
being used which was not allocated for
patients? 2, If so, is it the intention of
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the Giovernment to place on the Estimates
a sum to provide further accommodation?

The PREMIER replied: 1, The In-
spector General has reported such to be
the case. 2, The matter is under con-
sideratton.

QUESTION — PROSPECTING ON
PASTORAL LEASEHOLD.

Mr. J. P. GARDINER asked the Min-
ister for Mines: 1, Is he aware that a
pastoral lessee in the Pilbara district is
unduly harassing prospectors on his
lease? 2, If so, will he declare a mining
reserve on this lease, and thus create em-
ployment for a large number of men?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, It has been so reported, and inguiries
are being made. 2, I cannol say until
reports have been received and considered.

QUESTION—JETTY FOR BEADON
POINT.

Mr. J. P. GARDINER asked the Min-
ister for Works: When will & definite
survey be made at Beadon Point for a
jetty as promised by the ex-Minister for
Works?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: The guestion as to when the sur-
vey will be commenced is now under con-
sideration,

QUESTION — POLICE DEPART-
MENT.

Ilicit Sale of Liquor Prosecution.

Mr. J. P. GARDINER asked the Pre-
mier: 1, Is it a fact that on 5th October
last an officer of the Police Department
approached the wife of a storekeeper at
Claremont, representing that he was in
physieal distress, and prevailed upon her,
much against her will, to commit a breach
of the Licensing Act? 2, Does he approve
of the adoption of such methods with re-
gard to holders of gallon licenses? 3, If
not, will he take steps to have this officer
removed from the force?

The PREMIER replied: 1,2, and 3, The
methods attributed to the police in this
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particalar ecase are now being investi-
gated by the Commissioner of Police with
a view to any further action deemed
necessary.

QUESTION—ELECTORAL CENSUS.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY asked the At-
torney General: 1, Did the Chief Elee-
toral Officer furnish an estimate prior to
the general election for an electoral cen-
sus for the whole of the State? 2, What
was the amount of snch estimate? 3, Did
the Chief Electotal Officer give an esti-
mate for the four Perth electorates? 4,
If so, what was the amount of this esti-
mate?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
1, Yes. 2, In framing the anoual esti-
mates, at a period when the police were
available to do the bulk of the work, the
Chief Electoral Officer asked for £4,000
for the canvass alone. 3, No. 4, See
answer No. 3.

ELECTORAL DEPARTMENT—AN
EXPLANATION.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. Walker—Kanowna) [4.40]: Perhaps
I may be permitted to make a statement
in reply to the charge of inamctivity on
the part of the Electoral Department.
Last night it was stated-—I was out of
the Chamber at the time, or T would have
made the eorrection then—that there were
on the roll for the Perth electoral dis-
triet the names of some 3,500 people who
were not entitled to vole, and that there
had been at least 100, probably nearly
200, of those people challenged by the
Liberal scrutineers upon going to the
poll. It was stated that although this in-
formation had been forwarded to the
Chief Electoral Officer no action had been
taken by the Electoral Department, I
now desire to inform the House that
the hon. member referred to did take to
the Electoral Office a roll, upon which
there were pencillings-out of some 2,000
odd names. To be exact, 2,449 names had
been ruled off. Further, the statement
was made that these names ruled off were
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chiefly names of persons who were not
resident in the district, who had been as-
certained not to be resident in the dis-
trict. On the 1st December last the Chief
Electoral Officer asked the hon, member
to give such information as would enable
the department to make clear and definite
inquiries with respect to the charges
which the hon, member had made, The
Chief Blectoral Officer on that date wrote
as follows:—

Sir—With reference to the copy of
the Perth district roll, which you sub-
mitted to me after the' recent Assembly
election, and upon which a large num-
ber of names were ruled off, I under-
stood you to say that such names re-
presented electors who had been ascer-
tained, from your exhaustive canvass
of the district, neither to live at the
address for which they appear on the
printed roll, nor at any other address
in the Perth electoral district. To en-
able me to formulate the necessary in-
quiries, and fo deeide upon the extent
to which snch inquiries should be car-
ried ouf, I shall be glad to koow
whether T have correctly understood the
statement yon made to me. Thanking
you in anticipation for a reply by re-
turn of mail, T have the honour, efc.,
ecte,

Now, that was on the 1st December. Tt
was not until the 7th December that a
reply was received, although, in order to
expedite matters, a reply was requested
by return of mail. On the 7th December
the hon. member wrote to the Chief
Eleetoral Officer as follows:—

Dear Sir,—In answer to your leiter of
the 1st inst., as I thought T had already
explained to you, the marked roll for
the Perth district was attained in the
first instanee, prior to the issue of the
writ of the election, by my friends in
making an entire house to honse can-
vass, and ascertaining the ocenpants of
each honse, and if they were not on the
roll requesting them to sign a elaim
card, Then, during the election, the
roll was dissected sireet by street, and
the oceupants of each house, so far as
they appeared on the roll, were listed.
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Then each honse was visited, and care-
ful inquiries were made as to whether
these people still occupied the address
given on the electoral roll; if not, were
they known to be resident in any other
part of the electorate, It was then, on
this information, that the names were
ruled off as you find them on the roll.
I might add, however, for your infor-
mation that, among the thousands
whom I rnled off on the roll, thers are
a great many ruled off for the reason
that, in the peeuliar compilation of the
roll, some persons’ names appeared
twice and even three times, and some-
times, as you will observe, these names
were side by side. The erasures, there-
fore, include the duplicated pames of
these persons. I do not kmow that I
can give you any furiber information,
I thought I had already made this clear
to you.

Now, as a matter of fact, from the very
day fhat the hon. member called at the
Electoral Department, the department
was at work., The reason why the Chief
Electoral Officer sent that letter to the
hon. member was that the department
might be sure as to the particulars which
could be furnished to aid in the inguiry.
Hon. J, D. Connolly: Have you the
Chief Electoral Officer's answer to that
last letter of mine, the answer that I re-
ceived to-day? Read it if you have.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes,
I think that was on the 9th. Here it is—
I bheg to acknowledge, with many
thanks, the receipt of your letter of
the 7th instant, contents of whiek I
*have carefully noted. I was under the
impression that I had correctly under-
stood your verbal statement to me
with reference to the roll you sub-
mitted, but at the same time, realis-
ing that it is always better to have
these things in writing, I thought it
advisable to tronble you to confirm
yonr statement. I am now glad I did
so, as it appears thal, in addition to
what you verhally told me, there were
other reasons why some names were
ruled off on the roil, viz., on account
of duplications, ete. This will be duly
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taken into account when the investi-
gations are being tabulated, so as to
avoid recognising such ‘‘struck offs’’
as for “non-residence.” I am making
a thorough investigation of this mat-
ter.

Hon. J. D. Connolly : Yes, ‘I am
making”; he had not made.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : The
hon. member stated that at the time
nothing had been done. But the Chief
Electoral Officer writes, “I am making
a thorough investigation,”” meaning, I
have commenced, am making and will
continue to make it.”

Hon. J. D. Connolly : T received that
this morning, as a matter of fact.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
letter continunes—

I am making a thorough investiga-
tion of this matter, but on account of
the number of cases which have to be
followed up, it will naturally take
some time before inquiries can be com-
pleted. Again thanking you for your
communication above referred to, I
have the honour to be, ete.

Now this is a statement the Chief Elec-
toral Officer made to me this morning—

With reference to the statement
made last night in the Legislative As-
sembly by the Hon, J. D. Connolly, as
reported in this morning’s West
Australian (cutting attached hereto},
I beg to report for your information
that Mr, Connolly left a Perth district
roll with me upon which 2,439 names
had been ruled off, and informed me
that these names represented persons
who had been proved, by the compre-
hensive canvass he had caused to be
made prior to the election, not to re-
side in the Perth electoral distriet,
neither at the address for which they
appeared on the roll nor at any other
Perth address. On the 23rd Novem-
ber I applied to the Commissioner of
Police for assistance to have inquiries
made into 389 cases, which represented
the number of electors marked by Mr,
Connolly whoe had recorded their

votes, aceording to the polling place
rolls, The Commissioner of Police ad-
vised me thai it would not be praectie-
able to undertake this work by his
officers, and the file reached me on the
27th November. I then decided to
undertake the inquiries by the aid of
temporary officers of this department,
and such inquiry was commenced on
the 30th November, and the first pre-
liminary outside ingniry completed on
the 7th December. As the first day’s
inquiry, however, revealed that a num-
ber of eleetors were found still to re-
side at the addresses for which they
appeared on the printed roll, I wrote
a letter to Mr, Connolly, dated 1st De-
cember (ecopy attached), in order to
aseertain that I bad not misunder-
stood the verbal statement he made to
me, and in order that I might decide
how far inquiries would have to he
made. To this letter I did not receive
a reply until the 7th instant. Copy of
such letter and my acknowledgment
of same are attached hereto; as is also
the instructions issued to the officers
who made the inquiry. As regards
the statement made by My, Connolly,
I attach hereto a memo. (marked A},
which sets out the result of the in-
quiry as far as time has admifted of
it being completed. The further is-
quiry required with regard to those
electors who have not as yet been
found in the Perth electoral distriet is
being proceeded with, but as it en-
tails finding people outside Perth, it
will, no donbt, not be complete for
some time, as it will be necessary to
obtain the assistance of the police in
many cases. L desire to draw atten-
tion to the fact that the names ruled
off on Mr. Connolly’s roll included
persons who were still living at the
addresses for which they appeared
duly enrolled, and in one case the elee-
tor bad lived in the house for 20 years,
and in another case 10 years. Mur.
Connolly is reported by the Test
Australian as having stated that
‘‘though the information was forwar-
ded to the Chief Electoral Officer, no
action had yet been taken.'’ With re-
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ference to this, I can only refer to my
statement above, which shows that the
greater part of the inguiry has al-
ready been completed.
I have the names of those residents who
are referred to as having lived at their
present addresses for 20 and 10 years
respectively, but I do not know that
I ought to disclose them. This is the
statement the Chief Electoral Oflicer
refers to. i

(1.) Total number of names ruled
off the roll, 2,439. (2.) Total number
of names of electors who voted and
whose names were rnled off the roll,
389. Of the 389 who voted, 156 were
found by the officers who econducted
the inquiry to reside at the addresses
for which they appeared on the roll ;
70 were found to reside at other ad-
dresses within the Perth electoral dis-
triet; 60 were found to have left ihe
Perth electoral distriet within three
months of polling day; 103 have not
vet been found in the Perth electoral
distriet (inquiries proceeding),

I think the House ought to be in posses-
sion of these faets in view of the state-
ment made last night by the hon. mem-
ber.

Hon, J. . CONNOLLY: Will I be in
order, Mr. Speaker, in making & per-
sonal explanation?

Mr. SPEAKER: No. I cannot allow
the hon, member to make a personal ex-
planation.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Well, the
Attorney General has said what is not
strictly in accord with facts, and I
wish to put him right.

The Premier. It was the statement of
the Chief Electoral Officer.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I submit, it
would be in aceord with the wishes
of the House if you could see your way
clear to allow the hon. member to make
a personal explanation in reply to the
explanation of the Attorney General.
The hon. member evidently thinks that
some of the statements made are not in
accord with the faets as he knows them,
and it would be only fair if he were al-
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lowed to make a personal explanation,
The Attorney General: I have no aob-
jection to his doing so.

Hon., FRANK WILSON: I thought
not.
Mr, SPEAKER: The member for

Perth desires to make a personal explan-
ation. My difficulty is that his personal
explanation must necessarily be a dis-
cussion of the statement made by the
Attorney General. Let me read a pas-
sage in May with regard to the situation,
so that hon. members may know how
they stand—

In regard to the explanation of per-
sonal matters, the House is usually
indulgent; and will permit a state-
ment of that character to be made
without any question being before the
House; but no debate should ensue
thereon. (eneral arguments or obser-
vations beyond the fair bounds of ex-
planation, or too distinet a reference
to previous debates, are out of order;
though a member has been permitted
by the Speaker to make, upon a sub-
sequent sitting, an explapation regard-
ing alleged misrepresentation in de-
bate. The indulgence of a personal ex-
planation shounld be granted with cau-
tion; for, unless "discreetly used, it
is apt to lead to irregular debates.

I do not wish to be harsh. 1f the hon.
member desires to make a personal ex-
planation 1 feel I may be allowing him to
do something a little irregular, but if he
does not pursue the discussion initiated
by the Attorney General I am willing to
allow him that privilege.

Mr. TAYLOR: There is scarcely any
necessity to quote May, because Standing
Order 116 covers the position. Under that
Standing Order, with the indulgence of
the House a member may make a personal
explanation, I think any hon. member ig
in order under that section in making a
personal explanation with the indnigence
of the House.

Mr, SPEAKER: I have not forgotten
the Standing Order referred to, and 1
know ils intention. By the indulgence
of the House a member may explain
matters of a personal nature, but such
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matters may not be debated. The Attor-
ney General has already made a reference
to & matter which is not personal, bui
public,

Hon. Frank Wilson: The Attorney
General has read correspondence between
the member for Perth and the Chief Elec-
toral Officer, and has put his own con-
struetion on it,

The Attorney General: I made no com-
ment whatever.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I think the hon.
member is enlitled to make his personal
explanation.

Mr., SPEAKER: The subject matter
of the Attorney General’s remarks is en-
tirely one of a public, and not of a per-
sonal nature. It is in connection with
the conduet and operation and adminis-
tration of a public department. The
Attorney General did not debate it. 1
watched him eclosely in that regard. He
read a file—which I ean hardly say was
a personal explanation either.

Mr. Taylor: He got it in all the same.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Did he not make
a personal reflection on me?

Mr, SPEAKER: T did not hear it.
He read portions of a file, and T watched
him closely to see that he entered on no
disenssion.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: He did more
than read a file.

Mr. SPEAKER: I bave said that, al-
though it is a little irregular, I am going
to allow the hon. member to make a per-
sonal explanation, provided he does nof
enter into any diseussion.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I will be
careful not to enter into a disenssion. [
only wish to repeat what has been said
by way of interjection, namely, that the
Attorney General read the correspond-
ence and made his own comment on it.

The Attorney Genperal: I made no com-
ment whatever,

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: He put his
own construetion on my remarks. Now
what is this ] am charged with?

Mr. Bolton: Nothing; it is you who
have made the charge.
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Hon. J. D, CONNOLLY: I am charged
with the serious offence of saying some-
thing not true in regard to the Chief
FElectoral Officer. I bave said nothing not
true about that officer. This is borne
out in his own correspondence, in the
letter which I had yesterday. I do not
think it needs explanation. The corres-
pondence, as far as read by the Attorney
Geveral, speaks for .itself. The lstters
clearly show that the statement T made
yesterday, with the exception of one cleri-
cal error, was correct. The personal ex-
planation is this: I am aceused of say-
ing that the Attorney General took no
action. I say he was justified in that by
his letters and on the correspondence
which the hon. member has read, where
it says action was not taken unti] 30th
November. He speaks of the 2,500 or
3,500 names being investigated. If the
Chief Bleetoral Officer or his officers had
exercised ordinary common Sense——

Mr. SPEAKXKER: OQOrder! The hon.
member is now debating the matter.

Hon, J, D. CONNOLLY: I did not
intend to do so, but I want to say that
if the Chief Electoral Officer had looked
at these names he wonld have seen that
a number were duplications. T am not
surprised to hear that when he visited
the addresses of some of the people he
found the people there.

The Attorney General: These are not
duplications.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I am fair in
assuming that they were duplications. No
doubt he would have met the addressee:
at the addresses, and T want to say there-
fore that the Chief Electoral Officer did
an unmecessary amount of work in visit-
ing certain houses.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. Heitmann: Chair; you are not in
the Legislative Couneil now,

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope no member
will abuse .the privileges given him by
the House.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I did net
intend to do so. I have said all that is
necessary.
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BILL—GRAIN AND FQODSTUFF.
Standing Orders Suspension,

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Seaddan—
Brown Hill-Ivanhoe) [5.2]: I move—

That so much of the Standing Or-
ders be suspended as is necessary lo
enable the passing of a Bill through
all stages on this day.

Hon., members know already ihe object
of the motion, It is for the purpose of
passing a measure through sll its stages
at Lhis sitting if it is thonght necessary.
I may explain that when hon. members
are in possession of the facts and par-
tieulars which make it necessary to pass
this Bill I am prepared to leave it to
them to say if it should he passed through
all its s{ages at this sitting or not. This
is a matter of urgency, and I am under-
taking the responsibility by suspending
the Standing Orders, but if members
think that the measure is of such a nature
that they will not pass it to-day becanse
there should be some further discussion,
then I am prepared to let it go. It is
entirely a non-party measure. It is an
nrgent matter, and the measure can be
passed through all its stages at this sit-
ting if we so desire.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex)
[5.41: 1 do oot think any member will
object to the suspension of the Standing
Orders at the request of the Premier
when he states that it i1s necessarv to in-
troduce special emergency legislation, as
T anticipated last night when discussing
whether it was desirable to suspend the
Standing Orders. We have already had
some couversation with regard to this
proposed legislation, and whilst we are
noi in possession yet of the full par-
ticulars of what is suggested to be placed
before the Chamber, we are quite pre-
pared, I take it all of us, that the Stand-
ing Orders shall be suspended in case it
may be desirable to pass this legislation
through all its stages to-day. Without
being offensive at all, T hope I may point
out that when members of the Oppeosi-
tion wanted the suspension of the Stand-
ing Orders last night, in erder that this
action should be taken, it was rejected
at the instance of the Premier. The hon.
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member might just as well bave agreed
to the suspension of the Standing Orders
then as to-day.

Mr. SPEAKER: The suspension of
the Standing Orders without notice re-
qguires a statutory majority, that is, a
majority of the whole House, I have
counted the House, and I find there is &
majority present.

Question put and passed,

Bill introduced.
The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan—
Brown Hill-Tvanhoe) [5.6]: T move—

For leave to introduce a Bill for “An
Aet to make provision for insuring
and distributing supplies of grain and
foodstuffs and for purposes incidental
thereto and consequent thereon.”
Question put and passed.

Bill introduced, and read a first time.

Message.
Message from the Governor reeeived
and read recommending the Bill,

Second reading.

The PREMIER (Hon, J. Scaddan—
Brown Hill-Tvanhoe} [5.7] in moving
the second reading said: The Bill thatis
now bhefore members has had to be
drafted and submitted in a few lhours
and perhaps without that eareful con-
sideration that is so essential for such
an important measure. But we are for-
tunate in having at our hand an Aect of
a similar nature which is already in op-
eraiion and bas been so for some time
in the neighbouring State of South Auns-
tralia, which enabled us to draft the Bill
in a way which will be satisfactory to
members. The title, I think, itself ex-
plains preity fully the object of the Bill,
but I suppose it is necessary that I should
inform members, as far as in my power,
the reason why it is neeessary to bring
in the measure, After all it is one that
has far-reaching effects, and is one of a
nature that it is not very often heard
of in any part of the British Dominions,
or in any part of the world, snd. is only
necessary to meet abnormal conditions,
and in Western Australia, unfortunately
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as in the other parts of Australia, in
most of the other States, we are doubt-
ful as to the barvesti—as to whether we
shall have sufficient for our own require-
ments, and when I say our own require-
ments I mean sufficient for the purposes
of gristing into flour, bran, and pollaxrd,
and for the purpose of providing seed
for this year and perhaps a portion to
carry over to the following harvest as
well. I know there is a difference of op-
inion on this point. The Foodstufls
Commission appointed under an Aect of
Parliament passed last session, have in-
formed me that they are of opinion after
careful inquiry that we shall have sufli-
cient. They have not pledged themselves
to say more than that, while Mr. Sut-
ton, the Commissioner for the Wheat
Belt, who is also a member of the Com-
mission, has made inquiries in that diree-
tion and in other directions, and has
had later partienlars than those sup-
plied to the Commission. It is just pos-
sible there may be an actual shortage,
even if we obtain every bushel of wheat
and ounce of flonr we bave in Western
Australia, and which we are likely to
obtain from the harvest. Unfortunately,
some of the distriets are rendering less
than was anticipated only & month since.
The crops are not turning out as well
as was anticipated in those districts, al-
though in one or two districts the re-
turns are exceeding expectations. Tak-
ing it all round, 1 think we shall find the
barvest will about come up to the antici-
pations of a month sinee. There will be
none for export, and, under those cireum-
stances, it is necessary that we should
endeavour to conserve our food supplies
for our people first; in considering that
also to reserve sufficient for seed in
order to put in a larger area next year
when we may have a normal season. I
do not want to make complaints on this
oecasion against any merchants or in-
dividuals becanse after all we recognise
that trade is trade, but, at the same time,
this fact remains that one or two States
are now certain to bave a shortaze. They
will not be able from this harvest to ob-
tain sofficient wheat for purposes of
#rpisting in their own State to meet the
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local demands for flour. Having been
able to foresee that they bhave repealed
the proclamations that were in opera-
tion a few weeks since, and have allowed
the merchants including the millers and
buyers and sellers to fix their own prices
and do business as they choose, with the
result that to-day flour is selling at £14
per ton and wheat is being sold at Os.
9d. per bushel in Melbourne. In Sydney
old wheat is being sold at 4s. 6d. There
is no guote yet for new. In Adelaide
wheat is being sold at 5s. 7d. for far-
mers. In Sydney the price of flour is
quoted at £11 17s. 6d. per ton, bran and
pollard £7. Bran and pollard vary in
ditfferent States. I think the price of
bran and pollard in South Australia and
\Western Australia are the same, £10 for
bran and £10¢ 16s. 8d. for pollard. In
Melbonrne bran is quoted at £9 5s. and
pollard £9 10s. In Sydney bran js quoted
at £7 and pollard at £7. Then again I
have had placed in my hands just before
I ecame into the House a cable received
by a merchant in Perth who 1s en-
deavouring to obtain a quote for flour
or wheat in New Zealand, and the re-
ply he got was ‘‘regret cannot quote.’’
They are not quoting at all in New Zea-
land at the present time.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Is that applica-
iion made to an individual merehant or
the Government?

The PREMIER: It 15 made by an in-
dividoa! merchant to a merchant in Anek-
land. There is a point that T want pax-
tieularly to draw members’ attention to,
and that is the faect that the price has
risen in the other States. Inthe Melbourne
market flonr can eommand £14 10s. a ton.
We have here an Act under which the
Commission whieh is now operating counld
fix the maximnm price for the articles
within the State of Western Australia,
and this immediately ecauses millers o
look around to see where they counld find
a belter market elsewhere than in West-
ern Australia. If they can do so you can-
not object to such a business proposition,
or if they sell their produet somewhere
else for a higher price. In view of the
faet that they have to my own knowledge
sold flour 1n Western Australia at £11 10s.
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a ton, f.o.b. Fremantle, for delivery in
Melbourne, it will be seen what is likely
to oeeur unless we take some action. We
decided during the last session to appoint
& Commission for the purpose of control-
ling foodstuffs in Western Anstralia.
Having decided that, as we did, we must
now take further action for the purpose
of conserving our interests, We should

fix a price not on a basis that would be
detrimental to the State or one that would
compel the producers to send their pro-
duet elsewhere jn order that they may get
higher profits upon it. If we have a sur-
plus in the State, of course I should not
ohjeet to the disposal of if, if we did not
require this for home consumption. If,
however, we require the whole of the pro-
duct for home consumption, I would ob-
ject at onee to allowing it to go out of
the State, as a result of which we might
be compelled later on io bring it back
again to fhe State at a very much higher
price than that at which it went out. That
£11 10s,, £0.b. Fremantle, would be tanta-
mount to £13 or £13 10s, per ton in Mel-
bourne, and to get it back again into
Western Australia there would bave to be
added another £2 at least. I am not try-
ing to argne that it would be the same
flour or it wounld be at the same price, but
if we had to get it back from Melbourne
it would send the cost up to at least £15
a ton, and perhaps more, in order to meet
our own requirements here. It must not
be snpposed that the Commission and tie
Government have done anything to pre-
vent flour millers from keeping faith with
confracts, for we permitted them during
the last month, even before we knew for
certain that there would be a shortage or
that there would be likely to be one, or
that there would he sufficient to meet our
own reguirements, to export a quantity
of flour to different parts in order that
they might keep faith in eertain contracts
which they had made, Now, however, we
are faced with the position that we shall
not have more than sufficient, even if we
have sufficient, for our own requirements,
and T say we can no longer consider these
coniracts but that we must first consider
the contracts of our citizens to maintain
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our own supplies here. Another point
which ought to be kept in mind is the
fact that under the Federal Constitution
or the constitution affecting the Federal
Parliament and the States of Australia
generally, there must be free trade be-
tween the States. When we say free
trade between the States we do not mean
that there shall not be duty levied between
the States, but we mean that there shall
be no interference in regard to trade
between the States, and that they may
carry this irade on between the States,
without any interference and without any
restriction being placed upon it. When
we found these difficulties arising, before
asking Parliament to {ake the action
which we propose to ask it to take, we
comnmunicated with the Federal Prime
Minister and asked him whether there was
any power given to the Federal Govern-
atent to counserve the interests of the var-
ious parts of Australia, while at the same
time conserving the interests of the whole
by preventing the removal of foodstuffs
from one State to another, which woold
only mean an inerease in the cost of liv-
ing without any benefit to the people of
Australia as a whole, T regret the nature
of the reply which the Prime Minister
was obliged to send. I am quite satisfied,
however, that he could not reply in
any other terms, Mr, Fisher stated that
ihe Federal Constitution weuld not per-
mit the Federal Government to interfere
with the free intercourse of trade between
the Siates or any other part of Australia.
But we are fortunate in this respect, that
so far as the trade and commerce within
our borders, the borders of this State, are
concerned, this Parliament is paramount
and ean take complete control of trade
and commeree within its own borders.
When the Food Commission commencerd
operations under the Aect of the last
Parliament we compelled exporters lo
obtain the consent of the Treasurer after
a recommendation was received from the
Commission, before they eould export any
article from Western JAustralia that was
embraced in the schedule or was pro-
claimed. We were able to do thai so far
as it meant exporting beyond the horders
of Australia, but if it meant exporting
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to any other State our powers were nil.
That is the position, we now are up
against, and that is what is going
to happen unless we get some other
power. The powers that we are ask-
ing for are that we should be able to
appoint a board, or rather give the Gov-
ernor-in-Council power to appoint a
board. Tlere are ordinary powers given
in the Bill, but the principle is in regard
to the appointment of the board. That
board is designed to have the power to
purchase or seize any commeodity that will
come under this particular Bill, and Lhe
commodities mentioned are grain and
foodstuffs, Hon. members will see in
the interpretation that “ foodstuff”
means flour or other produets of
grain, and includes hay, chaff,
and any other commodity nsed for
feeding live stock. To that extent,
however, we keep in line with the Aect
which is in operation in South Anstralia,
but we go further and provide that the
term may also be extended by Order in
Council to include any comimodity which
is a necessary of life within the meaning
of the Control of Trade in War Time Act.
If we find that there are other commodities
which we require to retain in Western
Australia, but eannot retain by any other
means Lhan by the powers given under
the Act, we may by Order-in-Couneil in-
clude them as foodstuff and give the
Board power to seize it and thus keep it
within the borders of the State.

Mr. George: Do you refer to live stork?

The PREMIER: Yes, anything that
comes within the meaning of the Control
of Trade in War Time Act. That being
the case, I want te explain to hon. mem-
bers the principle upon which the Board
can aequire any gquantity of grain or food-
stuffs now or hereafter within the State
of Western Australia. The Board is fo
have that power; it is certainly an ex-
treme power, and will have to be exercised
with moderalien. 1 am hopeful thai we
shall be able to get a board which will be
satisfactory from that point of view in
parlicular. At the same time extreme
powers are pecessary at times, and the
present time is one of that nature. The
method of exercising this power on the
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part of the board is that the board itself,
or any member of the board by the au-
thority of the board—so that the board it-
self acts and not any individual member
of the board—may purchase any grain
or foodstuff, They can come along and
if they find that certain foodstuffs re-
quire Lo be retained within the State they
can arrange with the owners to purchase
it, If they are unable to purchase them,
they may take possession of the article o
articles with or without the ¢onsent of the
owner or any other person, That is an
absotute power they have of obtaining
possession with or without the consent of
the owner or any other person. If the
board is unable to obtain immediate pos-
session they ean give nolice in writing that
it is the intention of the board to acquire
such grain or fooedstuffs as they may think
necessary. By giving that notice they
thus become the owners at once of that
particular foodstuff.

Hon, J. Mitchell: Without paying?

The PREMIER: They must purchase
afterwards.

Hon. J. Mitchell: How long after-
wards?
The PREMIER: At once. There is

provision made for this, but T will explain
that laier. The act of giving notice is
tantamount to the ac¢t of purchase.

Mr. George: But they take the responsi-
bility for the safekecping of the foodstuff,

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

The PREMIER: Yes; it is vested abso-
lutely in the board as soon as they give
notice. Hon. members will appreeiale
the necessity for a provision of that kind,
The board can immediately lodge a notice
that they propose to aequire, and it im-
wediately vests the foodstuff in the board.
The Bill then provides how the payment
is to be made for suech foodstuff or
grain, They shall pay such price as
may be agreed upon between the board
and the owner, or if they fail io come
to an agrecement within fourteen days
a5 to a price which will be satisfactory to
bolh sides the question shall be submitted
by either one party or the other to the
present Commission which is appointed to
eontrol trade under the Control of Trade
in War Time Aet. It is proposed that
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this board shall be separate entirely from
the present Commission apointed under
ihe Act 1 have just mentioned. In the
eveni of a dispute arising in regard to a
price belween the owner and the board it
may be submitfed io the Commission whieh
is alveady appointed, as I have said, and
the personnel of which is well known to
tion, wembers and (o the public; and that
Commission will then fix the price, and
the owner mnst accepl the price, and the
hoard nust pay the price fixed. We arve
Jproviding, over and above that price
which is fixed by the Commission, that
there may be an addilional payment in
cerlain cases where the hoard is satisfied
that ihe grain which is purchased or ac-
guired is specally suitable for the purpose
of seed; and that being the case the board
may pay a higher priee than that which
has been fixed by the Commissien., We
hope by having an expert on the board,
because a fair quantity of seed wheat will
probably be acquired for the purpose of
production within the Siate, that the
board will be able to deal fairly with the
grower of that seed, if he has grown wheat
whieh is suifable for seed and it is true
to name, and that the board will be able to
give a price connensnrate with the valne
of that grain for seed purposes. We also
provide that in the event of the board not
laking imumediate possession or immedi-
ately making payment tiey shall pay the
owner of the product that is faken five
per ceut, inferest from the time that they
have taken possession by notice, and as I
have explained until such time as they
have made paywment for the article. That
i5, I think, a fair propesition. If we do
not pay prompily we must pay interest
on the capital. 1 would like to point oul
to hon. members that in ordinary trans-
actions of business thirty days is eon-
sidered to be a prompt payment. We re-
cognise at the same time that there will
be other obligations which should be met,
and if we are keeping the owner out of
his money for any period we shounld pay
five per eent, for having done so.

Hon. Frank Wilson: He might be pay-
ing seven per cent. per annumn,

The PREXYIER: That is true.

Mr. James Gardiner: And then there is
the question of storage.
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The PREMIER: Yes, and it is also
provided that if the wheat or foodsiuff
s stored Lhe board shall endeavour to
arrange with the owner for payment for
the storage upon an amicable basis. 1t
they are unable to agree, and the hoard
considers it is not possible to arrange for
the shifting of that grain or foodsiuft
al once, and the owner has fv provide
storage for a period, which he will pro-
bably have to do, and they eannot arrange
a satisfaclory price, then again the Food.
stufls Commission is called in for the pur-
pose of fixing the charges and setiling
other matters in eonneetion with the stor-
age,

br., Wansbrough: Does the Premiex
refer to the present Commision¥

The PREMIER: Yes.

Mr. Wansbrough: As it is constituted?

The PREMIER : As it is constituted at
the present time. Then the Bill provides
to whom payment shall be made. Here
we follow the Bouth Australian Aet, in
fact we follow it generally all through,
except in one or two slight instances, and
in order {hat this Act may be made to suit
local eonditions and to apply more readily
to Weslern Australia, We provide that
ihe payment shall be made to the persou
who appears io the board to be the owner
of the grain or foodstuff which is ac.
quired. If there is any doubt arising as
to the ownership, in order to avoid liii
zation which might affect the board’s fi-
bances afterwards, which means the Gov-
ernment after all, and if any doubt shonld
arisc belween the person whom the board
thought was the owner and somebody else
who claimed to be the ownet, to avoid
this lhey can pay the money inlo the Su-
preme Court and the two persons who are
claiming that the foodstuff is theirs and
that they should have the payment made
for it ean go inlo the court in the same
way as anybody else in ordinary litiga-
tion, That will get over the dilliculty of
wrong payment being made.

Mr, James Gardiner: You left ont of
the Bill the apjeal which is provided for
in the Sooth Australian Aet,

The PREMIER: We provide in the
firsl instance that the board will endea-
vour to mutually agree, and if they ecan-
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not agree they may call in any party lo
decide between them.

Mr, James Gardiner: I am referring to
the appeal from penalties,

The PREMIER: I do not know any
particular reason why that was omitled;
there may be a reason for it, but it was
not submitted to me. I asked the Parlia-
mentary Draftsman not to put in any-
thing that was not essential to the purpose
of the measure, and probably he thought
this was not. The court may, in its wis-
dom, decide to hear a dispute on & ques-
tion as fo who is the owner of the pro-
perty, and this way be heard either in
chambers or in open court. We also give
power to the board to make searches, al-
though they mway appeint an individual,
m the person of an inspeclor, who may be
approved by the Ainister to act on the
board’s behalf. 'We also provide for re-
gulations and hon. members will appre-
ciate this fact that notwithstanding what
we consider a principle, for the purposes
of this Bill we have apreed that the regn-
Lations may be disallowed by either House.
We have made the usual provision for
offences, for obstructing ofticers or per-
sons appointed by the board, and penal-
tics are provided.

Mr. James {ardiner: What about the
effect of acquisition by the board on eon-

tracts to deliver, provided for in Clause
199

The PREMIER: When notice has been
given 3 person whom the board considers
is the owner of grain or food stuffs which
they propose to acquire, he might be the
righiful owner, or he might he acting as
agent for the owner. The board can stay
their hand until such time as they are
satisfled as to who is the rnightful owner,
and no action can be taken against the
agent; he is relieved of all responsibility.

Mr, James Gardiner:It relieves him of
the obligation of delivery, but not of the
monetary contraet between him and the
man who owns the wheat.

The PREMIER: If he is the owner
he will receive payment from the board
without further question, We bhave no
desire to make anyvone lose by the mea-
sure; the only object is to retain what
we know is required for our own use, and
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we have to take this precaution to proteet
ourselves when we do acquire. Under that
clause it might happen that the person in
possession at the moment may not be the
owner, and when called upon to deliver to
the bonrd he is then relieved of further
obligation by his having disposed of it,
perhaps wrongfully, or anything of that
kind,

Mr. Taylor: He siands in the same
place as the owner.

The PREMIER: Yes, and unless he
was the real owner at the time he would
not obtain payment on the price being
fixed. The financial clanses simply pro-
vide that the Treasurer may make ad-
vanees out of any fund at his disposal
to the Minister, and to tbe board, for
carrying out the purposes of the measure,
This is really giving the Treasurer power
to take from publiec account which em-
braces all our funds—loan, revenue and
trust funds, the snm total of our funds
are called general account—and I may
take from that account funds to finance
the board fo enable it to carry out the
provisions of the measure, and we pro-
vide that, so far as practicable, such ad-
vances shall be repaid, and the other ex-
penses of administering the measure shall
be defrayed ont of the moneys paid to
the board for grain and food stuffs dis-
posed of by it, and any deficiency which
may arise shall be made good out of
moneys provided by Parliament for that
purpose. It is merely in the nature of a
temporary advance. Funds must he found
for the purpose of assisting the Minister,
and they cannot be found better than
from the pubie account. We do not
want to draw from Loan Fund and then
find some difficulty in recouping that fund
afterwards. Our objeet, therefore, is
fo provide this money in the nature of a
{emporary advanee, and, as far as prac-
tieable, it shall he repaid into general ac-
count.  Should there be any deficiency
then it will be met by Parliament, The
measnre will continue in forece until the
31st December., 1915. and no longer.

Mr, James Gardiner: The South Aus-
tralian Aect will continue in forece unmtil
the end of September,
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The PREMIER: The question may
arise as to whether the end of December
is more suitable than the end of Septem-
ber., Personally I favour the end of Sep-
tember because we must meet Parliament
before then, By the 30th September we
should be in a position to know whether
it will be necessary to retain the measure
for a longer period,

Hon. J. Mitchell: Before next harvest.

The PREMIER: That is before next
harvest. We must fix some definite date,
and the 31st December and no longer ap-
pears in the Bill. I think I have ex-
plained as fully as possible the purport
of the measnre and the reason why it has
been found necessary to introdunce it, and
T ask that it might be passed through Par-
liament as quickly as possible. 1 have
consulted the leader of the Opposition
and the leader of the Country party as
to the necessity for the Bill. I am not
wedded to the provisions contained in it;
all that I am desirous of seeing is that we
shal] retain in the State what is necessary
for our own people.

Mr, George: Do I understand that
you have evidence of {ransactions of
this sort?

The PREMIER: Yes, and they have
been eited by the hon. member’s leader.
I trust hon. members will allow this mea-
sure to be placed on the statute book so
as Lo give us the power which we eonsider
is necessary. 1 would suggest that we
suspend the sitting until 7.30 p.m. and
ithen we can go on with the debate, It is
hardly fair to discuss a Bill of this nature
immediately. T move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time,

The DFEPUTY SPEAKER: In def-
erence to the desire of hon. members I
will suspend the sitting until 7.30 p.m.

Sitting suspended from 540 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex)
[7.38]): This is an emergeney Bill similar
to those which the Government found it
necessary to intreduce during the last
Parliament, It will be remembered that
on every occasion when an emergency Bill
was introduced il was treated absolutely
as a non-party question, hon. members

[ASSEMBLY.]

agreeing with the Government to accept
such measures entirely on their merits. I
admit ai onee that I look upon legisla-
tion of this description with some degree
of concern as to what the effects may pos-
sibly be upon the commerce of our coun-
try. Hon. members have had only a few
minutes in which to examine the measure
which the Premier introdunced hefore we
adjourned, to take a cursory glance at the
different clanses and disenss, perhaps,
some of the main featunres of the Bill
However, it behoves us to be all the more
cantions how we deal with it. e have
in the first place to consider the prinei-
ples of the Bill. On the second reading
it 15 unnecessary to go into the details of
the different clanses. What we have to
do is to make up oor minds as to whetber
the principles embodied in the Biil will
justify us in accepting it on the second
reading. The circomsfances are excep-
tional. Owing to the drought more es-
epecially, we find ourselves in the un-
fortunate position—as indeed some and
most of our sister States of the Common-
wealth find themselves also—that our
crops are to a greal extent a failure, and
there is some likelihood of there being a
shortage of foodstuffs right through Aus-
tralia. The Federal Government have
already faken necessary action to prohibit
the exportation of wheat and flour from -
the Commonwealth. The next thing then
that concerns us is, how far we ecan con-
serve the wheat and flonr we have in
Western Australia to-day and which, as
a result of the harvest, we are likely to
have, for the requirements of our own
people during the mext 12 months. The
Premier tells us that he is advised by the
experts that we shall have barely sufficient
to see us through the next 12 months and
provide for seeding purposes in regard to
wheat, and also to furnish sufficient to
grist into flour for the consamption of
onr people. TUnfortunately we note from
the figures which the Premier has quoted
that prices differ verv considerably in
the different States of the Commonwealth.
He has given us a return showing that
the price of wheat in Melbourze to-day is
6s. 9d., while flour is €14 a ton, bran
£9 5s.,, and pollard £9 10s. In New South
Wales the guote for old wheat is 4s. 6d.,
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for flour £11 17s. 6d., and for bran and
pollard £7. There is a very considerable
difference in the values of these commodi-
ties in adjoining States with merely an
imaginary line drawn between those
States; thus we find the prices varying
greatly between disiriets within a few
miles of each other. In South Australia
wheat is quoted at 5s. 7d., flour at £12 15s,,
bran £10, and potlard £10 16s, 8d. 1
have been inquiring into our own prices
and find that to-day wheat was quoted
from 6s. to 6s, 3d., and there were no
quotations for flour.

The Minister for Lands: You cannot
take those guotations as actual, Wheat
to-day is Bs. 6d.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: These are
the prices.

The Minister for Lands:
an odd truck.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Of course
it all depends an the quality.

The Minister for Lands: No, on the
quantity. It is not fair that the prices
should be published in the Press; it is
dangerous to use such fizures, becanse it
is an indication that Parliament reecog-
nises them as the prices. We ecannot do
that,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: If wheat
has heen sold at that price farmers will
of eourse rerognise it as the price,

Hon. J. Mitchell: The Government will
not.

Hon. FRANK WITLSON: I do not
think anyone can dispute that fact, but I
admit it all depends on the quality.

Mr. Wansbrough: The equivalent is
being offered in the country to-day,

Hon, FRANK WILSON: These are
simply the fizures; there iz a great dis-
crepancy between the States. Whereas
in New South Wales flour can he pur-
chased and sold at £11 17s. Gd. per ton,
in Vietoria it is bringing £14 a ton.

The Premier: That is easily under-
stood; one is an exporting State and the
olher an importing State,

Mr. James Gardiner: One will have a
wheat surplus and the other will not.

Ten. FRANK WILSON: Exactly, and
if there were no obstacle to the free in-
tercourse of trade between the States

That is for
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there would not be a variation of £2 odd
in the prices of flour in Melbourne and
Sydney, becanse the patural trend of
eommeree wonld bring the surplus of
New South Wales to assist the deficiency
in Victoria, and so the prices would be
gradually equalised. New Sonth TWales
has evidenlly some legislation which has
permitted the authorities {o take steps to
interfere with the free drift of irade be-
tween the two States. I understand they
have acquired the crops of farmers and
Lhe stocks of merchants, They have laid
a restraining hand on them, and in order
lhat we in Western Australia may not
find ourselves sooner or later in the un-
fortunale position of being short and
having to import from the Eastern States
or elsewhere what is necessary for our
own consumption, it is the Government’s
desire that Parliament should pass this
legislation to resfrain our people from
exporting from Western Australia the
stocks of flour and wheat which we
possess,

The Premier: This Bill will give us
power to aequire all or any part.

Ar. James Cardiner: That is an in-
cidental object, though.

The Premier: 1f we found that wheat
was being sold at such a price and that
we could not get seed we would com-
mandeer it and Jdistribute it. If we found
that one mill was taking all the wheat
we could commandeer it and distribute it
among the other mills,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: But the
main objeet is to prevent the stocks we
have and which we are likely to have as
a result of our depleted harvest from
leaving our State.

The Premier That
object,

Hon, FRANK WILSOXN: That is the
main object, and T am in accord with it
if we ean pass legislation in such a form
that full justice will be done to the in-
dividuals—the producers more especially
—who awn the stocks. While we adopt
the principle that we are right in keeping
within our harders the supplies we have
for the use of our own people, we must
be very eareful to =ee that the producer

is the incidenlal
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who, as it is admitted on all sides, has -
very depleted stock owing to the bad
season, gets the full market value for his
produce. The Bill in itself, as the Pre-
mier admilted, is a very far-reaching
measure. Jt strikes at onee at the recog-
nised liberty of the individual to own and
do what he likes with what he possesses,
and, although on all other occasions,
without very just cause, I should oppose
any interference with the liberty of the
subject to deal with his own produce as
he thought fit and send it to any market
he liked, in the unfortunate circumstances
now confronting us I think we would be
justified in aceepting the prineiple of the
Bill and passing the second reading, Then
in Commitliee we conld consider it in
detail to see that all coneerned were duly
protected. It will be noliced that in the
definition of foodstuff, while it sets forth
that it means flour and other produets
of grain, and hay and chaff and other
commodities used for feeding live stock,
the term may be extended, by Order-in-
Council, to inelude any commedily which
is termed a necessary of life within the
meaning of the Control of Trade in War
Time Aect which we passed a few months
ago. The meaning of necessaries of life
under that Aet is very wide, and it is
as well that hon. members should know
the power proposed to be conferred hy
this Bill. Necessaries of life cover prae-
tically everything under the Control of
Trade in War Time Act, such produets,
woods, chattels and things as the Guver-
nor may, by proclamation, declare to he
necessaries of life for the purposes of
the Aet. So, practically, if we pass this
measure, we give power to the Govern-
ment throngh the board to acquire any
thing they may declare to he required
under this measure and nnder the eondi-
tions laid down. It ought to he noled
that, in fixing the price that the board
shall pay for any of the products to be
acquired, the board shall confer with the
owner and endeavour to come to an amic-
able understanding as to the value of
the products seized practically by the
board on behalf of the Gorernment. ard
if they eannot agree on a priee provisron
is made for an appeal, and the appeal as
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provided in tie measure is io the exist-
ing Commission appointed under tlie Con-
trol of Trade in War Time Act. Excep-
tion has already been taken iu some of
the actions of the Commission, I do net
think any body of men farming a Com-
mission of this sort could aet with the
tremendous powers conferred on them
without giving offence to someone, ami
whilst 1 recognise that perhaps there are
good grounds for complaint in instances,
1 have a strong objection to any indi-

vidual of a Royal Commission Dbeing
saddled with the responsibility for
those complaints. The Commission
act as a whole, and there is no

individual member of a Commission wlio
exercises authority except by the will of
his colleagues, and therefore if a wrony
has been dopbe in any instance, the re-
sponsibility rests with the Commission
and not with the individual membe:s
thereof. Further, the Government sel
on the adviee of the Commission; lhe
Commission have no power in themselves:
they recommend the Government, and the
Governor-in-Couneil acts on the advive.
Whether the Commission oueht to con-
stitute the appeal court so far as prices
are concerned, is a question for members
to carefully consider. In ronversation,
T am free to admit, some have suggested
that there should be one individual in-
stead of a Commission, The Premier, 1
think, has some idea of the kind in mind.
but these are points which we can dis-
euss fully i Committee, There ace
several matters which T tbink ought te
be very caretully weighed by the House,
even at this juncture when we are eon-
sidering the second reading of the meas-
ure. If the board seize certain supplizs
on behalf of the Government and those
supplies have already heen sold else-
where, the Bill provides that delivery
shall not follow—in other words, the pre-
vions sale will be voided. But possibly
there will be many claims under such a
condition of affairs, and we ought to
be ecareful to provide some method
of indemnification against actions on
aceount of =ales made prior to the
passing of the measure. If bona
fide contracts and sales have bheen
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enfered into, if, for instance, a large
ruattity of flour has been contracied for
slhipment to Viectoria, and the Govern-
ment, if the Bill is passed, seize that
flour, there is a liability attached to the
non-delivery by the vendor. It is trme
that under this measure he will be rn-
lieved from the responsibility to deliver
in Western Australia.  The obligation
would be discharged, but I do not think
that this will relieve him from an action
in the sister State for damages for breach
of contraet.

The Premier: You will appreciate the
faci that no Act of Parliament in Wesi-
ern Ausiralia can relieve a man who has
contracted to supply a man 1n a sister
State.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: 1t is a peint
on which we should be careful to pro-
tect the vendor.

The Premier: Under those conditions
you cannot.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes, he ean
be protected.

The Premier: The only way would be
that the Government shonld undertake
to compensate him.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Gov-
ernment must indemnify him aganst any
claim for damages.

The Premier: There will be a nice
little bill to meet,

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Yes, there
will be claims if they are legal and can
he enforced. Tf ]| possess 1,000 tons of
flour, am 1 to be prevented from carry-
ing out a contraet to deliver it to a
purchaser in Victoria at £14 a ton for the
benefit of the State if it wore comman-
deered at £9 10s. or £10 a ton, and in
addition to losing the difference I might
have made on my bargain to be subject
to an action at law by the purchaser in
Victoria for breaeh of contraet? 1f the
State is going to take from the citizen—
and it is right under exceptional eircum-
stances (0 do so—the State must see that
the citizen does not suffer in the direction
I have indicated, This is a prioeiple
which I am outlining; the details can be
thracshed ont later on. We must protect
our own people,
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The Premier: I do not think that would
apply. This would relieve him of his
obligation under the contract,

Hon, FRANK WILSONXN: It does not
seem to me that it would, It would re-
lieve him of the obligation to deliver,
but would not relieve him from a claim

- for damages in conseguence,

The Premier: Yes; the same aetion ‘of
the Comimonwealth in preventing the ex-
port of ecommedities from Australia re-
lieved our people frowm contraets with for-
eign countries, Egypt for instance.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I think the
aetion would be very different in theze
circumstances. I do not think there is
any analogy between the two cases. The
High Court of Aunstralia would eontrol—

The Altorney General: If they sued
for damages they would have to sue in
our court,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: A contract
may be made with Vietoria.

The Premier: Where would you sue to
enforee delivery, and what ecourt would
you use?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Aclion would
be taken in Vietoria te recover damages
for breach of contract.

The Attorney General: You take pos-
session and enforee delivery here.

Hon. FRANK WILSOQON: It is up to
the Attormey General to make thai clear
te the House. I admit at once that my
experience will not permit me to be abso-
lutely definite. I am simply pointing
out the danger of the position, \We must
be perfectly sure of safeguarding it.

Mr. James Gardiner: Would the Fed-
eral law have any effect on that?

The Attorney General: Presumably the
Federal law would take precedence.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I presume
that under the Federal law a claim eould
be enforeed in the Vietorian court for
breach of eontraect. I am advised that
there is a method of judgment in the Vie-
torian court being made automatically a
judgment of our own court,

The Premier: No, that is not so.
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Hon, FRANK WILSON: There we
are; Lhere is no body of men which differs
more than lawyers do.

The Premier. That is how they live.

ITon. FRANK WILSON: You can
always get opinions from both sides
on any legal question. At any rate, I
take it that it is neeessary that hon, mem-
bers should carefully see and be assured
that no hardship would be inflicted, so
as to safeguard any possibility of bank-
ruptey, There is another point which
appeals lo me, which empbasises the
point which T have made, namely, that
our farmers especially should get the
full market value for their products,

The Premier: You would have to de-
termine what the market value would be.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: It is in the
South Australian Aet, Unforfunately it
has not been included in this Bill, T do
not quite see why, but I should like to
see it there,

The Premier: The market value in
South Australia is fixed on a basis which
it is not desirable to fix here.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: We are only
discussing the legislation and not the ad-
ministration of the Act. Clanse 13 of
ihe South Australian Bill, as the Premier
will note in his eopy, in Subeclause 3, says
the price fixed shall be what the Commis-
sion eonsider to be the market valve of
such grain and fodder at the time, and in
the place, where it is required.

The Premier: In South Australia they
have a Commission which fixes the priee.
The only point which arises here is where
they take possession.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: The Com-
mission have to fix a priee to be paid for
the wheat.

Mr, James Gardiner: That is under the
Prices Regulation Aet.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Com-
mission have to fix the price for the wheat
to be taken over under the Aect. But
what is the price to be? The price fixed
shall be what the Commission consider
to be the market value of such grain or
fodder at the place and time when and
where it is required. There is an instrue-
tion, The Commission have to find out
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what the market value is at a certain
place. What about if it can be shown
that it is a price which is not the market
value at the place and at the time?

The Premier; What Commission does
it refer to?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It does not
matter what Commission it refers to.

The P’remier: It does not refer to the
Commiission appointed under that Act,
but to another Aet,

Mr. James Gardiner: In South Aus-
tralia all the prices are fixed as at the
Port Adelaide or Port Pirie price, less the
cost of carriage. 1t is determined there
practically automatically,

The Premier: Yes, the market price is
determined.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: That is a
wrong inlerpretation. It does not matter
where you fix your price. The price may
be fixed at the port for convenience sake.
You may say that all the settlers who are
away from the port shall be given that
price less the cost of carriage to the port.
That is a fair arrangement, The fixing
of a price is done by fixing the rate at
the port.

The Premier: That is right, if the
market price has been fixed by the Com-
mission under another Aet at 4s. G6d, at
Port Adelaide. The only difference be-
tween (he price fixed at o later stage at
Port Pirie would be the differenee be-
tween getting the produet to Port Adel-
aide.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: The original
fixing of a price is on the market value.
If the hon. member will leok through the
South Australian legislation he will find
a similar clause, instrueting how the
prices have to be fixed. You cannot get
away from that. There would not be a
subseetion under the section, unless the
same thing appertained under previous
lemislation. It is evidently a system in
South Australia that their producers
shall have the market value for the time
being for their produce. T see no sense,
rhyme or reason, and no justice in ask-
ing our farmers to aceept 4s. 6d. per
bushel for their wheat, and demanding
that they should part with it at that
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price when the real market price is evi-
dently nearer Gs.

Mr, Heitmann: How do you arrive at
the market price?

Hon, FRANK WILSON: If I am an
exporting State I would arrive at the
market value at the world’s centre,
namely, the London price, less the eost
of gefting there, If I am an importing
State I wounld arrive at the value by
adding the cost of landing the wheat at
Fremantle,

The Premier: You are barring yourself
from being made a member of the Com-
mission.

Mr. Heitmann: The hon. member does

not want the Aet at all. The market
price in Fremaantle is £11 now.

The Premier: The market value in
West Australia would be sofficient to
keep the product from being sent away
by our millers. It is a price higher than
they could get by sending it to Vietoria.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Is there any
justification for making the farmers sell
at ds. 6d.

The Premier: Victoria is merely pay-
ing a higher price because they must get
wheat from somewhere.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The neces-
sity is not to get somelhing cheaper from
your own people than yon are entitled
to, but to prevent the produce from go-
ing out of the State, and your having fo
bring it back at a bigher price when you
require if. That is the neeessity, There
cannot be any justice in asking our own
people to take less than the real value
for their own product.

Mr. James Gardiner: Quite right, if
that is the full intention of the Bill, hut I
do not think it is.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Is the
intention of the Bill o take something
from the producer at a cheaper rate? If
so, I am opposed to the Bill,

Mr. James Gardiner: To give them a
fair price.

The Premier: Which has to be deter-
mined,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Is not a fair
price the average price, the market
price? -
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Mr. Hejtmann: What is the market
price? )

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The world’s
market price,

The Premier: This is a Bill to prevent
the inflation of market prices,

Mr. James Gardiner: The parity in
London price works out at 51s. a quarter.

The Premier: They are selling Aus-
tralian produce in London to-day cheaper
than they are selling it in Australia, This
is according to the latest quotations,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I cannot see
how they are selling Australian produce
in London for less than they are selling
it here when we have prohibited the ex-
port, How counld they be selling flour
in London when we are not sending it
there.

The Premier: We have not prohibited
the exportation of Australian produets,
which is what I am speaking of.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: The Com-
monwealth Government have prohibited
the exportation of wheat and flour.

The Premier: I said products. I said
they were selling Australian products at
a less price in London than they were
seiling the same produets in Australia.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: I de¢ not
think they are selling wheat and flour.

The Premier: I did not say so; I said
produets, '

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I want fo
pin down the Premier to the specific items
that we are discussing, namely, Ausira-
lian wheat and flour, which 1 maintain to-
day are not being sold cheaper there than
they are being sold here.

The Premier: On London parity it is.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: No; it may
be the world’s price, but I do net know.
To-day we are foreing our producers to
aceept less than the London parity price
for anything. If you can get London
prices to-day, at any rate on the hon.
member's own showing, they would be
getting over 5s, a bushel, and yet you are
taking their wheat for 4s, 6d, There is
something wrong there.

Mr. Wansbrough: We should be los-
ing 1s. 3d. a bushel if we accepted a
price on the London parity to-day.
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Hon, FRANK WILSON: It therefore
seems that we are losing 1s. 3d. a bushel
on the London prices to-day on our price
of 4s. 6d.

Mr. James (ardiner: Under the hon.
member’s suggestion we would be losing
that,

The Premter:
f.0.b. Fremantle,

Mr, James Gardiner: Tt eosts over 1s.
a bushel to land in London.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I find other
people than lawyers disagree among
themselves, Apparently we eannot get
any agreement of opinion at atl. If 5s.
4d, is the market value on parity with
London, why are our producers not gel-
ting 5s, 4d. here?

The Premier: They are getting more;
they are getting 5s. 6d.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Then why is
the Commission fixing the price at d4s.
6d.?

The Premier: That is for old season’s
wheat.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Old season’s
wheat is as dear as new season’s wheat,
I know that when I was in the milling
trade myself some years ago I always
paid more for old season’s wheat than for
new season’s wheat unless there was a
dearth of wheat. I want to see something
introduced into the measure that will
safeguard the producers to the extent that
they will be getting a fair value for their
produce. I do not care how it is fixed
up. The South Australian clause appears
to be one that is an instruetion to ibe
board or commission, whichever it may
be, to give the market valne, whatever
that is.

The Minister for Lands: If the Bill is
not to proteet the consumer you de not
want it.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Let the con-
sumer get what he ean. You protect the
consnmer if you keep the goods in the
State. It shows the fallacy of hon. mem-
bers indulging in the opinion that they
enn legislate and restriet these things by
Act of Parliament, You ecannot fix prices
or costs, or profits by law.

The Premier: But we have done it.

We should get s, 4d.,
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Hon. FRANK WILSON: T know that
hon, members oposite think so. Once they
tangle themselves uwp in the meshes of
their own ignorance in respect to a matter
that you begin to put before them, the
position hecomes hopeless,

Mr, Heilmann: The law of supply and
demand comes in into this,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Supply and
demand controls all markets. It is only
becanse of an emergency that you ask the
House to consider legislation of this sort,
The emergeney to my mind is not so much
to see that the prices get down below the
value of the produce, as to see that we
keep our own products in our own State
to feed our own people at the market
value,

The Atltorney (General: That is inter-
fering with the law of supply and de-
mand.,

Hon, FRANK WILSON: We know
that if we allow the small supphes that
we have of our staple foodstuffs, such as
wheat and flour, to leave our shores to-
day, we will probably find in six months’
time that we shall have to buy back again
produce to feed the eommunity of this
State. That is the reason for this legis-
lation, not to make the farmer take a
shilling a bushel less for his wheat

than he is entitled to receive. 1
am not going to endarse any
legislation which has such an ob-
ject in view. There is another point

which ought not to be overlooked in eon-
nection with this matler. Here is a
board which has power to go to any indi-
vidua! and commandeer his produce,
whatever it may be. The board says to
the individual, “We will pay so much for
your produce.” He says, “I cannot ac-
cept that priee; it is not a fair price”
Then he has to go to the Commission or
to a Commissioner, or, indeed he has not
to go to the Commission or to a Commis-
sioner, because the Commission or Com-
missioner ean settle the price without the
man’s appearing before the Commission
or Commissioner or having the right to go
pefore it or him, I think we ought to give
the individual the right to appear. The
Commission has absolute power to say
the price is to be so much and thai the
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man must aceept it—power to say that
without ever looking into the question or
taking evidence or listening to the individ-
ual’s side of the question. We ought to be
very careful to see in connection with
transactions under legislation of this
nalure that the individwal has a full
claim to ventilate his own aspect of the
question,

The Attorney General: There is pro-
vision for appeal.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: No; I think
there is no provision for it. Then, here
is another peint with regard to which we
must be most careful. This Bill, as it
appears to me, gives to the board full
power to {ake all that a man may have,
all his stocks of wheat and flour and hay.
The board, under this Bill, may eomman-
deer the whole lot. Surely there ought
to be some provision for the individual’s
retaining sufficient for his own regquire-
ments, Many of the farmers will need
all the hay they have got or can hope to
get this season for their stock. If ought
not to be in the power of the board to
commandeer thai man’s hay. The owner’s
legitimate Tequirements ought to be pro-
tected.

The Minister for Lands: Nobody
would take the produce from one man to
give it to another.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Unferto-
nately that, T understand, was the
board’s action just recently. I under-
stood that from the papers. One far-
mer’s wheat was faken by forece fo be
given to another farmer.

The Minister for Lands: Some of it

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Act
ander which that action wans taken pro-
vides that the farmer may retain for his
owhn use for seed purposes, but this mea-
sure does not contain a like provision.
The Bill gives to the board the power to
take everything a man has in the shape
of produce. Then the Bill has another
weakness, The Premier explained that
" payment for wheat or flour—I use these
as an illustration becanse they are the
two main produets which will be affected,
at any rate for the present-——may be sus-
pended, The measure provides that five
per cent. interest shall be allowed from
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the date on which the produet is ae-
quired by the hoard, to the date of pay-
ment. It seems to me that there ought
to be some limitation to that period. No
man ought to have his belongings taken
from him for the benefit of the com-
munity as & whole, and then be kept wait-
ing for his money over any undue length
of time, There is another point regard-
ing which I am not quite sure. I observe
the Bill contains a provision that the
board may sue or be sued in the eourts
of law. Under the ecircumstances, it is
just possible that a writ might lie against
the board for payment of its debts. I
should be glad to have enlightenment on
that aspect of the measure, However, T
certainly think we onght to see that if a
man’s produce is taken from him by the
Government, prompt payment should be
made to him by the Government,

The Minister for Mines: There may
be circumstances in which delay would
necessarily occur. For instance, in some
cases it might take weeks to detéimine
who is the real owner. In such a case
the owner would be paid when his iden-
tity was determined.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: That is all

right; the law would seftle that, If there

was a dispute of that kind as to owner-
ship, the board would pay into Court.
But the fact remains that the Bill con-
taing no provision for the making of pay-
ment according to the usnal custom of
the trade, for example. Produce is, of
course, thirty days payment, as the Pre-
mier has mentioned. I think that rule
onght to be recognised in this measure.
I do not think we ought to finance upon
the individuals whose produce we take.

The Premier: That would be hardly
fair, because perhaps the first movement
may have already taken place, and, if
we provide the thirty days eustom under
this Bill, then in such circumstances it
would mean sixty days.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: You are
only dealing with the original owner. If
I own wheat, and the Board comes down
on it and eommandeers it, it is the
board’s wheat from that time.

The Premer: Supposing that I had
sold you wheat at thirty days, and that
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when the board took it from you twenty
nine days had expired, then, if the thirty
days provision were inserted in this Bill,
it would be 59 days before paymeni was
made.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Not neces-
sarily, because the Premier would have
his recourse against me, If I buy wheat
from the hon. gentleman, he makes me
pay in thirty days, whether I have sold
or not.

The Premier: That is so; and you
will have to pay inferest on the money.
Why should not we recoup you that?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: 1 am not
obhjecting to that. Indeed, I consider that
the man should be paid the bank rate
or the current rate, and not five per cent.
He might be paying seven per cent. or six
and a half per cent. for his accommoda-
tion at the bank. The rate ought to be the
roling rate. Again, {here ought not to be
such latitude that the Government may
seize a man’s stock and then hold over
payment indefinitely, perhaps for five or
six months, whieh is possible under this
measure, It ought to be laid down that
payment must be made in aceordance with
the usual custom of the itrade. Time of
delivery also should be limited. We
should not expect a man to hold stocks
for twelve months, or even six months,
There ought to be a limitation of time,
Surely three months would be sufficient.
At all evenis some reasonable time limit
should be specified in order that there
may be a limitation to the term, an out-
side date when the compulsory seller can
get his barns cleared and be relieved in
order that he may carry on his oceupa-
tion,

Mr. George:
not recoup him.

Hon, FRANK WILSON : No; not
if he wanted the space, A reasonable
time limit is provided in eonnection with
every transaction of this nature. Then
there is the very vital question of the
issue of purchase certificates, so that the
supplier or vendor under this measure
may have something to show that he has
actually had his produce commandeered
by the Government, and that he is to re-
eeive a certain amount of money from

Storage charges would
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the Government within a certain time,
The object is, of vourse, to give him some-
thing of a negotiable charaeter.

The Premier: He has the usual re-
course. When we take delivery of his
product, he can sue for recovery; and
that is all ke can do with anybody.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I consider
that when we are taking exceptional
powers to interfere with the private
property of individual citizens, we ought
to lay down, as nearly as we can, the
terms and conditions under which we are
going to acquire that property, I think
those terms and eonditions ought to be
laid down in this measure. I am merely
throwing out the suggestion to hon. mem-
bers, and they must consider it for them-
selves. However, T maintain that we can-
not protect the individual ecitizen too
carefully when we are enacting what is
admittedly legislation of an exception-
ally drastie nature. I do not propose to
detain the House at greater length, I
recognise the exceptional cireumstances.
I recognise that some measure of this
kind, some power of this sort, has to be
placed in the hands of the Government.
As in the case of the other half-dozen

- emergency Bills which have already been

placed on our statute book, T wish to
give the present Governmment the same
powers as we on this side would our-
selves ask if we held the position of
Ministers. At the same time, T think it
behoves every member to weigh earefuliy
clause by clause, how this measure will
affect the producer in the first place and
the trader in the next—the trader who
may be holding stocks. We muost see that
both classes are fairly and legitimately
protected in the different aspects that
I have mentioned.

The Minister for Works: What about
the consumer?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: This action
is being taken in the interests of the
consumer. The Government do not wani
to take my flour at £5 a ton when its
value is £10 a ton so that they can get
their bread a halfpenny a loaf cheaper.
Or is that what the hon. gentleman means
by prolecting the consumer?
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The Premier: Do not forget that the
farmer is guing to be one of the prin-
cipal consumers, becawse of his seed
wheat regquirements.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I Iknow
that, but, siill, the farmer is the man
from whom the hon. gentleman is going
to get the wheat. He cannot get it from
anybody else.

The Premier:
self,

Hon, FRANK WILBON: I do not
secuse the hon. gentleman of wanting it
himself, although of course I do not know
whether he intends to get a crop in on
that big estate of his around Euecla. I
do not propose to offer any objection to
the second reading of the measure, but
I hope it will be given the most careful
consideration by hon. members, and more
espeeially by those whom T see around
me on this side of the Honse, because
they are more particularly and more
directly interested in a Bill of this des-
cription,

Mr. JAMES GARDINER (Irwio)
[8.28): T shall ask the couriesy of the
House to bear with me in probably a
rather rambling criticism of this Bill. T
generally pride myself on baving con-
neeted thoughts and using connected
arguments; but as there has not been
much time to consider this Bill, and it
contains a number of very debatable
points, I will just try o deal with these
as they oceur, trusting to gain enlighten-
ment upon them when we go into Com-
mittee. T think the whole House will re-
gret the necessity for legislation of this
nature. The Bill is one that almost makes
a man’s heart sore to see introduced at
all, and T think we shounld recognise the
position, and be prepared to make those
sacrifices in the avoeations of peace thal
others are making in the avoeation of
war. Now, at the present juncture I do
not think any man ought to expect abso-
Infely his full pound of flesh for anything
that he has to sell if that course is going
to prevent the people of this State from
benefiting. T think, too, fhat we have
to recognise the position, and that we
do recognise it. Consequently, a measure
of this deseription should be debated as

I do not want it my-
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the Premier has asked; that is to say,
the collectiive wisdom of this House should
be applied, on non-party lines, to see
whether we cannot, with clear under
standing, help the farmers in their pre-
sent dilficnities, and help this State in
its present difficulties, I think the clear
intention of this Bill as it appears to my
mind is this: it is to take possession of all
those thiogs characterised as foodstuffs
and grain in the interests of all the peo-
ple of the SBlate, in order that colleciively
they might be apportioned as the Govern-
ment require to apportion them, not only
to keep the millers but the farmers going.
The position here is particularly serious,
especially if export is permitted. 'There
is an impression amongst some members
that the Bill was merely brought into pre-
vent the export of flour, That was only
incidental to the Bill. It is practeally
the only way we can prevent the export
of flour and (he reason we want to pre-
vent that is very obvious. Hvery ton of
flour that goes ont represents 50 bushels
of wheat, so that 1,000 tons of flonr re
present 50,000 bushels of wheat. When
the apportionment of all this grain takes
place, the Government will still have to
apporiion sufficient wheat for the flour
consumption of this State, and conse-
quently it would lessen the amount they
would have for seed. In regard to the
estimates, there is a material difference.
Some good folk think that we are going
to have enough grain produced o meet
the requirements of the miller, seeding,
and of the industry that the member for
Canning (Mr. Robinson) takes a great
interest in—poultry farming—and the
small poultry farmers are large con-
sumers. [t looks at the present juneture
as if we shall require something like
2,900,000 bushels of wheat to meet our
obitzations, The general impression 18
that it will take us all our time to gurner
that amount of grain, Then, in addition,
we have the question of charter, which is
a material one. In the Eastern States the
prices of grain are—Victoria 6s. 9d.,
Wew South Wales 4s. 6d., and Sonth Ans-
tralia 5s. 7d., while in West Australia to-
day it is 6s. 3d. The reason is cbvious
why it is higher in Victoria than any-
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where else. Tirst of all that State wili
have a shortage of something like 2%
willions, and then the export of flour af
£14 per ton enables millers to buy small
parcels probably at 6s. 9d. I do not
think you would get 6s. 9d. for half a
taillion bushels, In New South Wales the
Government fixed the price of wheat, and
if they are going to have a surplus there
it 8 possible that that may be a legiti-
mate market price in that State, 1t we
have a surplus bere, and we are pre-
vented by the Commonwealth from ex-
porting, the probabilities are that our
surplus would be anywhere near 4s, Gd.
here, In South Australia the price is
As. 7d. ¥ saw in the Press the other day
that the Commission there seized, I think,
somelhing like 300,000 bushels, and they
fixed the price at 5s, 6d. The price in
South Australia is lower than that in
Victoria, for the simple reason that South
Australia anticipates having from half a
million o one million bushels over her
requirements. When we come to our own
State I want the people who have wheat
to sell, to recognise two things. We would
be justified, in ordinary circumstances, in
fixing the priece at London parity. The
last quotation I saw was 5ls., say 6s.
4143, With the war rates from Fremantle
it would probably eost 1s. 3d. per bushel
to send that to London, so that if you
were fixing the market rate upon London
parity you would be getting practieally
3s. 1d. That is one phase. Then secondly,
what makes the wheat 6s. here is this:
I venture to say that were it not for the
action of the Governmeni in assisting the
farmers, that from 60 to 75 per cent,
would not be able to buy a bushel of
wheat, It js the action of the Govemn-
ment themselves in the interest of the
farmers that is putting up the price to
6s., we will say for odd lots, because if
such were not the case they would only
have to provide for that necessary to pro-
duce flour, and for 25 per cent.
that the other people counld buy, and
then they would have the surplus to
distribute over the 75 per cent. Con-
sequently fhe Governmeni are making
more than an average market. The price
would otherwise have to be fixed here ac-

. at the present juncture.

[ASSEMBLY.]

cording to what it was in South Australia
or in Victoria. It is the very action of
the Government in assisting the farmers

and that the Government have come into
the market to practically buy nearly the
whole of the product of the farmers this
year that is making the price higher than
probably is justified on every other
ground. I want people who have wheat
to sell to recognise the position that ithe
price is fair, and what might be expected
We believe it
would be a wise thing to fix the price in
the Bill itself so far as wheat is eoncerned,
giving it a value at its nearest port. Then
we have the question of chaff. There is
going to be a searcity in the production
of chaff. Again the Government will be
the biggest purchasers, and unless the
Government were heavy purchasers the
probabilities are that those who could pur-
chase would get their chaff cheaper. T
want all these cirenmstances to be realised
in all fairness, and T want the people to
realise that (he Government are lrying
their level best to help this industry in
every possible way. When a similar mea-
sure was before tha South Australian
Parliament there was practically little or
no discussion on it. Members appeared
to realise that it was a Bill that had to be
brought in. But South Australia’s posi-
iion was somewhat different from that of
Western Australia. There the wheat was
held prineipally by the farmers them-
selves. Seventy per cent. of the farmers
held the wheat that was floating at that
pariicular time. Here we find it very
difficult indeed to express our views as to
what would be best under the cireum-
stances, and il is on that account that I
am talking rather than debating this mea-
sure, Then we come to the question of
the board to be appointed. As it is known
there has been a little trouble over some
of the actions of the existing Food
Commission, and the feeling wounld be
better if it were kmown that the board
under this Bill was going to be appointed
by the Government in conscltation with
the leader of the Opposition and mvself.
[ think the Premier will say that is only
fair, because then the people would get
rid of the idea that the Commission conld
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take your produet. This board is a gov-
erning faetor; if fixes the price, and if it
cannot agree, the matter will go before
a Commission. When the Bill is in Com-
mittee I may submit an amendment to the
effect that the price shall be put in, and
ihat any appeal shall be lo Mr. Sulton,
ihe Commissioner for the Wheat Belt, for
whom every farmer in this State has the
greafest respect, and I am certain they
would be satisfied to take his decision as
final. There are gne or two ihings which,
as the leader of the Opposition has said,
will requive to be made clear. I would
not want to interfere with agreements
between farmers themselves, If a farmer
had sold his wheat to his neighbour for
seed purposes, no reasonable person would
want to interfere even if that neighbour
paid a higher price than that which had
been fixed. That was the position
they took wup in South Australia,
where they said, “We do not wish to in-
terfere with anything existing between the
farmers themselves.” We tequire to say
the same thing in regard to chaff. I as-
snme ihere would never be any desire on
the part of the board to take from a man
that which is only sufficient for his own
needs. When it comes to the fixing of the
price T do not think there is anything ob-
jeclionable in the provision contained in
the South Australian Aect, which the
leader of the Opposition desires to see em-
bodied in this measure; because it merely
says that the price to be fixed shall be
that which the Commission considers to
be the market value of grain or fodder in
that place at the time when and where
it was required. The Minister said it
was only left out because it was not
thought to be necessary. However, to in-
sert it would satisfy the leader of the
Opposition and perhaps a good many
others. When it comes to the payment,
T think it would be wise to give a certifi-
cate on taking a man’s wheat, and to give
it a terminal date. The fact that on a
fixed date he could go to the Treasury and
demand cash for his certificate would en-
able him to get an advanee from his
banker, and, in addifion, it would give
soms terminal time for the whole transac-
tion. I assume that in giving any effect
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to this measure nolice will at once be
given, so that people will not go on effect-
ing sales and putting men into difficulties.
That leads to the question, at whose risk
is the wheat to lie after it is bought. If
the Government are satisfied to say
“Store it here,”’ are then to take the risk,
or is the risk to be taken by the man
from whom the wheat has been pur-
chased?

The Premier: The elause distinetly
provides that the risk is the owner's, and
in the eirenmstances yon deseribe the own-
ers will be the board.

Mr., George: Is the seller to be respon-
sible for the delivery after they have Laken
his wheat?

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: Do not let
us injure the principles of the Bill for
the sake of little details, the necessary
amendment of which will be suggested
by commonsense.

The Premier: Subclause 2 of Clause 12
provides that it vests immediately in the
board,

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: Then you
make provision for the storage.

The Premier: Yes, it shall vest in the
board.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: It is merely
a point which was raised as to the weights.
If you are going to leave it there would
you buy it there? On the other hand, if
you send it to the siding the weights may
be taken there.

The Premier: As soon as we take de-
livery it vests in the board, and the res-
pousibility is on the board.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: I wish to
stress thal point of giving a terminal
certificate. The certificate would become
a marketable security, The probabilities
are he will lose something on the interest,
buat I do not think it would be very mueh,
because, after all, there will be only iwo
or three months between the time you buy
the wheat and the time when it is put in
the ground. I hope the Attorney General
will make Clause 19 eclearer. As 1
read it it provides that if a
man has contracted to deliver wheat,
and the Government come along and
take that wheat, it absclves him only
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from liability with regard to its delivery,
and does not affect him or the man who
had previously purchased it from him in
regard to the financial liability, I woultd
also like to be clear as to any effect the
Federal Act may have on this measure,
With regard to dealings between the
farmers, the Commissioner of Crown
Lands in South Australia said, “We want
to interfere as little as possible in the
dealings between farmers.” If the Pre-
mier has not seen these debates which I
have been looking through, I do not mind
letting him bave them. T am satisfied
with the Bill, because South Australia
already ‘has it in operation and, as the
leader of the Opposition has said, as far
as we agree with the principle we will try
to think out the details so as to correct
anything that appears to us wrong, and
make it clear to the country why this is
being done. It is being done in the best
interests of the people of the State, that
each may receive fair play. It is being
done because the Government realise that
there are thousands of farmers to-day
who, witheut it, cannot go on with agri-
culture, Anything done in the spirit of
the general good of the whole people is
going to bave some effect, and we ecan
afford to make some sacrifice. Next year’s
prospects depend upon this year’s wis-
dom. Every one of us is up against this
problem. I have it for breakfast, dinner,
and tea. T sleep with it and wake with
it, and the more I look into it the more
knotty it becomes, and the more difficult
to arrive at a clear solution that will do
that justice to everybody whieh will sat-
isfy everybody. If we are going to give
an extravagant price for wheat we will
penalise the man who is having a
struggle to get along. T am satisfied that
whoever bhas to administer the Bill will
have mueh the same diffienlt position to
fill as Mr. Suatton and Mr, Paterson
have to-day. We want all to realise that
it is up to them to help in every passible
way. Do not let us labour little things
which may personally affect us. Let us
rather say, “These are hig issues requir-
ing the whole patriotism of the House
and a good deal of the patriotism of the
couniry to help any Government to carry
them to a suceessful issue”

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Wellington)
[8.56]: There is a necessity for the Bill,
a necessity caused by the faet that there
is not sufficient foodstuff in the State, or
only sufficient to supply our own require-
ments., In regard to foodstuffs, we all
desire that the people of the State shall
not be placed at the merey of the speca-
lator, who is looking only for profits and
does not care a twopenny hang for the
suffering people. There are many details
in the Bill which will reguire to be
thoronghly discussed in Committee. T
believe the Government invite that dis-
eussion, At the same time there is one
thing we may as well think over before
reaching Committee, namely, that we have
not only to see what measures are neces-
sary for the protection of our foodstuffs,
and necessary to be fair to the producer,
but we have to see also what will be fair
and equitable in regard teo the liabilifies
incurred in connection with the trade, It
is a difficult problem, one in which any
business man will see numberless difficul-
ties. 'We have to do the best we can. If
we cannobt get a perfect measure, we re-
quire at least to have it based on equity
for all concerned. I heard from the Pre-
mier that there was a large quantity of
flour prepared to be exported from the
State. It would be well if we could be
thoroughly satisfed in regard to that, be-
cause I was talking to one of the largest
millers vesterday, and from him I under-
stood that there was no intention, and
hardly any probability, of an export of
this sort being carried out.

The Minister for Mines:
undoubted proof of it.

Mr. GEORGE: I mention it so that
it may go out with all the weight the
Government can give it that we are legis-
lating to prevent our people being penal-
ised both in regard to their food and the
seed they may require, A Bill of this
sort affords boundless opportunity for a
long speech, but T thiok the leader of the
Opposition and the leader of the Country
party have pretly well expressed my
views, and T only wish to repeat what T
said last evening, namely, that in point of
equity we must remember all those con-
cerned in these transactions.

We have
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Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam)
{9.6]. I wish to say a few words in
connection with this Bill. It we prevent
the export of wheat I think we sball be
doing all that is necessary. If the wheat
remains in the State it will be available
to the people, and if flour is wanted we
will be able to get it, and if seed wheat
is wanled that, too, will be obtainable.
I can understand the anxiety of the Gov-
ernment that there should be no shortage
of seed and flour, I have a copy of the
preliminary erop forecast, which shows
that it is expected 3,200,000 bushels oi
wheat will be produced this year. We
must remember Lhat at the end of Sep-
tember last we had about 20,000 tors
of fiour in hand, and that we can shorten
this year by cuiting off a month, so that
it is more Lthan likely we shall have enouzl:
wheat and flour to supply our needs. It
is quite obvious that the price of wheai,
if we were an exporling country, would
be the parity of Loundon value, and if
we were an limporting country the price
would be that at which we eounld import
wheat. It is always well to remembe:
when discussing wheat to be milled ine
flonr that it takes Is. a bushel to influence
the priee of a 2lb. loaf of bread by a
halfpenny. The difference between whest
at 3s. and 4s. or 4s. and 58, a bushel does
not make mueh difference to the priee
of the bread the people eat, but it means
a considerable difference to the man who
has the grain. The forecast says that
we shall have a 2.5 bushel average, and
that we shall reap about one-half of the
erop that was sown. One-half of the
aren put under wheat will be stripped.
so that the average expected is about
5 bushels. If members calenlate the
cost of producing five bushels they will
realise that the present price of d4s. 6d.
a bushel fixed for wheat is altogether in-
adequate,

'The Minister for Lands: The 4s. Gd.
was not for this year’s wheat. Tt was
for an 11 or 12 bushel erop.

Ion, J. MITCHELL: I know it is aof
intended by the Commission to be the
price, but to-day the price fixed by the
tovernment for any wheat, whether old
or new, is 4s. 6d.
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1'he Minister for Lands: No.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: 1 assure the
Minister ihat the Commission have fixen
and the Government have approved, of
the price of 4s. 6d,

The Minister for Lands: For old wheat.

The Attorney General: For mlling
wheaf.

Hon, . MITCHELL: The price retem
[o wheat.

The Attorney General: A distineton
is made,

Hon, J, MITCHELL: Ll s not wortn
wasting time, because | do wot thimk the
tiovernment will do an injusiice by allow-
mg the price of 4s. 6d. 1o remum a day
longer. TIf a farmer has 300 or 400 bags
of wheat stripped in his Held, nny owe
can come along and elzaiw it at 4s. U,
& bushel.

The Minister for Lands: No.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Tt 1s perfectty
trae that any one ean. The Atlornes
UGeneral has fo be approached belore «
prosecution ean be undertaken, and f
the Mlinister for Lands wants forther
information on the subject, I would refer
mm te my legal friend, the member for
Canning,

The Minister for Lands: 1 have all
the legal advice T want on this side ol
the House, and am well satisfied with 1.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I am ynite wil-
1ing to bow to the supenor knowledge of
ruy person sitting on the Governmen
side, but the Attornev General has nm
hiad the experience in this connection
which the member for Canning has haa.

The Premier: Did I understand yon
to say 4s, 6d. included new wheat?

The Attornev General: Yes, and he i
appealing to the member for Cannine.

The Premier: It is absolutely incur-
rect. .

The Minister for Works: Time does not
always make the hest tradesman, you
know.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: T assure tue
Minister for Lands that to-day the prie-
for wheat is 4s. 6d.

The Premier: It is not.

Llon. J. MITCHELL: It is impossine
lo say whether it is for old or for new
wheat. I know the Government wi!l noi
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allow that price to remain, but will aller
it

I'he Attorney General: It has never
heen su.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: ‘The Aflurney
(General did not allow a prosecution to
be procecded with

The Attorney General: Because of the
very reason we state.

Hon. J. MTTCHELL: That the House
may have some experience of what iz
going on, let me mention the experience
of a man—not Mr. Marwick—who had
1,000 hawgs of wheat, It was claimed by
a miller at 4s, Gd., and he was told that
he must deliver. 1n the meantime Mr.

Sulton offered 5s. 4d. for it, but the
owner—a  Beverley  tarmer—hecame
seared on learning that the Act
provided for -a fine of £1,000, and

he asked Mr. Sutton to let him
off hecause the miller might prosecute.
Mr. Sutton replied, ‘‘Let me have the
wheat, and you will be quite safe.” But
the farmer would not take Mr. Sntton’s
word and persuaded him to be allowed
to sell to the miller at 4s. Gd., and since
then Mr. Sutton has procured the wheat
from the mill for seed. That is the po-
sition, and it is no use denying that 4s.
6d. was the price in Mr. Marwick’s case.
While 4s, 84, is the price to-day

The Premier: It is not; your
leader said it was 6s. 9d.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: That is the price
the Government have fixed.

The Premier: We did not fix that ab
all. :

The Attorney General: You said our
officers were offering to buy it at 5s. 4d.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Govern-
ment cannot get away from the fact
that they have approved of 4s. 6d. as
the price for wheat.

The Premier: For old wheat.

The Minister for Lands: And we are
buying it for 5s. 3d.

The Premier: You know that 4s. Gd.
is for fa.q. milling wheat and at Perth
parity.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Then 4s. 6d. has
been fixed.

The Premier: That is for old wheat.

own

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. J. MITCHELL: After all the
denials, we now get an admission from
the Gtovernment that the price is 4s, 6d.
at Perth parity. That is to say, if a man
at Albany had 100 bushels be would get
45. 6d. per bushel at Albany less the
freight to Fremantle, and if the freight
was G6d. a bushel it would mean 4s, to
him. We are asked to trust the Govern-
ment entirely under this measure—the
Governmeni who, under another Aet,
have done the things I have menptioned.
We have had some experience of the
Government under the Control of Trade
in War Time Aet. I will not refer to
the Premier’s promise to me when this
measure was being discussed. In New
New South Wales the Government in-
troduced a Bill on the 1st December, and
the Minister, in moving the second read-
ing, sajd—

The Government were not going to
place themselves under an obligation
to buy every bushel! of wheat grown
in New South Wales at 5s.,, as some
wonld be offered to everybody wheo
cared to bring in their wheat.

The Government there realised that if
a farmer had wheat to sell he must be
able to sell it, and get his money prompt-
ly. If the Government here undertake
to buy all the wheat produced in West-
ern Australia this year, they will re-
quire £80,000 or £900,000. I doubt if
the Government ave prepared to put the
money into the venture, and if they have
such a sum to spare they had better put
it into other things. If they can prevent
the export of wheat and still leave the
people free to irade one with the other,
it will be very much better.

The Minister for Works: You are op-
posed to the Bill, then.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Premier
has not 100,000 pence with which to
buy wheat, and he has taken care to
provide in the Bill that he need not pay
the farmer until it suvits him to do so.

The Premier: You have not read the
Bill.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: If the farmer
has wheat, hay, or anything else to sell, he
is as mueh entitled to sell it and get his
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money day by day as the Premier is to
draw his salary every month.

The Premier: Does the Bill say any-
thing to the contrary?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Unless farmers
ean make sales when they desire they
cannot keep their farms going or pay
their way. The position to-day is un-
satisfactory because every one knows
that the Government moy interfere at
any time. It i5 true that wheat is
bringing in the open market far and
away beyond the price of 4s, 6d. which
the Government have fixed. While the
Government think 4s, 6d. a fair price,
the people are willing to give what they
consider a fair price, notwithstanding
the figure fixed by the Government. I
do not-intend to allow the Bill to go
through without moving some amend-
ments.

The Premier: That is an unnecessary
observation,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Premier
said he had copied the Sonth Australian
Act. That statute contains an important
provision in connection with the fixing
of the price of wheat which does not
appear in this measure, Subsection 3
of Section 13 provides that the price
must not be less than a fair market val-
ue. This point has been diseussed, and I
have no wish to pursne it further, but the
elause is incomplete without the inelu-
sion of a similar provision. Without it
farmers will be left to the sweet will
of some Commissiohers, One of them
may be Mr, Sutten, in whom I have the
utmost gonfidence, but T doubt whether
it would be wise to thrust npon him this
additional duty. T intend to move that
the Bill be limited in its opevations to
the end of September. Tt the 3lst De-
cember is retained it will overlap the eur-
rent season’s erop and this wonld be
undesirable. We should not interfere
with the ordinary course of trade. Cir-
ecumstances now are very special and il
is necessary that something should be
done, but it is not pecessary that the
Government should take power to se-
care wheat when next year’s crop is be-
ing harvesited. We have a duty to the
State, and that is to keep the wheat in
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the country. Beyond that the Govern-
ment have no right te ask for any speeial
power. The leader of the Country
party said we ought to be patriotic, It
is very easy io be patriotic with other
people’s money. Some people have
wheat to sell and others will be eom-
pelled to buy, but I do not think that
any argument has been adduced to jus-
tify any man who has 13s, demanding
one of the Premier’s sovereigns-for it.
Nothing would justify the Government
in taking wheat at less than a reason-
able price. If the Government are will-
ing to take chaff and wheat at a reason-
able price when the farmer wants to sell,
I see no strong objection to the measure,
but if it is the Government’s idea to ab-
tain these powers to fix the price of
wheat at less than a fair figure, and fv
take it at suech a price—

. The Premier: Who said so?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: If it is the Gov-
ernment’s intention to take the wheat
at less than a fair price when they want
it. and not when the farmer desires to
zall; we should be doing wrong in giving
them such powers. The Premier laughs
when T snggest he may not behave quite
fairly. We have had some experience
of him. We know our Premier and know-

ing him we are not going to hand the

fruit grower, the potato grower, and the
wheat grower over to him unless we
have an assurance that these people
ate going fo be ireated with reasonable
eonsideration.

The Premier: We have only acted on
the adviee of the Commission.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: The Premier
must not hide himself hehind the Commis-
sion.

The Premier: The Act provides that
we eannot act otherwise than on their
adviee. If wvou have any ecomplaint
against them you must have it against
vour own nominee. We say it is a good
(pmomission.

Heon, J. MITCHELL: The Commission
recommend to the Government, and the
Government approve or disapprove of
the recommendation. The Government
approved of the price of 4s. 6d. which
was recommended by the thres Commis-
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sioners and not by one of them. It is
nonsense to say that the Government are
not responsible, The Premier and his col-
leagues are responsible for the fixing of
thal price.

The Premier: The price is all right.

Heon, J. MITCHELL: It camnot be
argued that Commissioner Rae is respon-
sible for all that happened at York and
Beverley.

The Premier: It is a good Commission ;
it 15 only your own people who complain
abodt 1t,

The Minister for Mines: The com-
plaints come from your own people.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Where?

The P’remier: From your own irrespon-
sible collecagne., What about the Sunday
Times, your official journal, which made
a vicious atlaeck upon him?

Hon, J. MITCHELL: I do not know
what the Sunday Times has to do with
the Premier’s speech. J do not wish to
diseuss the matter further, I hope the
Premier will allow the Commitiee stage
to stand over until next Tuesday, until
such time as hon. members bave had an
opportunity of going carefully into the
matter. Tt is unforiunately true that the
last few seasons have been very bad in-
deed, the 1914 season being especially so.
This vear we have not bad that moisture
which we expected all over the State.

The Premier: The farmers at all events
have had too much wind in one distriet
ihat T know of,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: We will at ail
events go into the whole matier and see
if we eannot take some of the wind out
of the Premier’s sails, We will give him
power to protect the people hut not to
do with the farmers what he would like
to do. T think we are particularly called
upon to protect the farmers this year.
Tt must be remembered that they have
kad no erop to speak of, that they have
been very hard hit, and that they are
deserving of great consideration. I dare
say it would be better to see that the
farmer gets more than a reasonable price
for his wheat than that the Government
should arrange by law tbat he should get
less. That is a matter for the Govern-

[ASSEMBLY.)

ment, and the question will be left to
them when the Bill is passed into law,

Hon. 1. B. LEFROY (Moore) [9.20]:
I do not wish to delay the House at this
juneture, We have before us a very im-
purtant measure. I view with regret any
measure that is caleulated to inierfere
with the free course of commerce along
its ordinary ehannel unless in its flow the
public are not needlessly injured. We
are living in exceptional times; we ave
living at a time when the State is suffer-
ing from one of the worst droughts in the
history of living man, and when we have
not only the drought within but the war
wilhout, I think on an oeccasion like this
lion, members must recognise that it will
be necessary to introduce exceptional
measures for them to consider. I am
prepared myself to assist the Govern-
ment in every possible way in passing
this measure as long as every endeavour
is made not only to proteet the public
but to protect the grower, All these food
stuffs, wheat, and other agricultnral pro-
duee should be protected in the interests
of the grower, those who need the seed,
and of the pnblic generally. 1 think it is
that which hon, members have to consider
when going through the Bill in Commit-
tee. T trust that the Government will at
any rate have that objeet in view, and
that when they have an expression of
opinion from this side of the House,
from these who are more parlicularly in-
terested in the agrieultural pursuits of
the country, and represent those who are
engaged in these industries, they will give
consideration to the propnsals with a
view to perhaps amending the measure so
as to make it more accepiable to those
who are more immediately interested in
it. T hope the Government will at all
events approach the matter in that spirit.
If they do so, hon. members on this side
of the House will be prepared to meet
them in a similar spirit. We are here to
do the hest we can at this juncture in the
interesls of Western Australia, and we
must consider fully the interests of those
unfortunate people who have to produce
that which is required for our needs,
They must primarily be considered, The
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farmer generally thronghout the Sgate
15 the hardest worked and the worst paid
man in the communily, There is not the
slightest doubt that under ordinary eir-
cumstanees in this State the wheat and
Hour of this country have been produced
under sweating conditions. In many in-
stances I am sare that the poor unfortu-
nate farmer who produces the foodstuffs
for the people of the State has not taken
out of it for himself more (han four shil-
lings day by day and has had to work
hard to get that much, I hope, therefore,
in considering the Bill that those who
have produced the wheat but who have
made nothing oat of it, as well as those
who may have been a little more snecess-
ful than their fellows, may be considered
in the Bill that is before the House, and
I trust that the Government will meet
the sitnation in a spirit of conciliation,

The Minister for Works: What about
the man who has not been sucecessful and
who has worked equally hard?

Hon, H. B. LEFROY: I say that the
man who is fortunate in having made a
little should be considered as well as
the man who has not made anything. I
do not think because a man is fortunate
enough fo have a little wheat he should
be shoved under. The spirit in which this
Bill should be approached is that he
should be considered fairly as well as his
unfortunate fellow. If the Government
meet the Bill in that spirit I am quite
gure that hon. members on this side of
the House will be prepared to meet them
in the same spirit. I frust that at any
rate we may be able to make this Bill,
which I regret the mecessity for the in-
troduction of, acceptable to all classes of
the ¢ommunity.

Mr. THOMSON (Katanning) [9.25]:
I feel somewhat diffident in approaching
this matter, more particularly as one some-
what inelined to the Bill. Speaking for my
own district I feel sure that the farmers
there will view this Bill with a certain
amount of disfavour. We are fortunate
inasmuch as we have not had an absolute
failure in the district, in fact some of our
settlers are in the fortunate position of
having a better crop this year than they
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have had in previous seasons, I feel,
however, that it is only fair they should
have a just and reasonable price for their
product, and if the Government will agree
to Section 3 of the South Australian Aet
I am quite confident that the farmers in my
distriet at any rate will view the Bill more
favourably, The price of wheat has been
freely discussed, and some hon, members
have stated that the price is governed by
the price ruling in London. In normal sea-
sous, of course, we admit that that is the
price which has ruled. In a year such as
this, however, the price which wheat eom-
mands is {he price based on supply and
demand. I do not think it is fair for Lhe
Government to say that the priee is to be
continned at anything more or less than
the market valne, I hope in commiltee
lo have a little more to say on this sub-
ject. I only rose to express the feeling
in my distriet as regards the fixing of the
price of wheat and chaff. T think it is a
matier we should approach with great
consideration becanse I consider that the
farmer who has had many lean years,
speaking for those in my own distriet,
where they have a fair average ecrop,
should be entitled to get a fair, just, and
reasonable price for their produce.

Mr. HICKMOTT (Pingelly) [9.28]: 1
do not intend to say much with reference
to this matter. I think myself that the
Bill shows that the Government had the
welfare of the people at heart when they
brounght this Bill forward and that they
are attempting to deal generously with
them. There is no doubt, as my friend
has said, that while a few people
have a little wheat there are many
who have none. I was tackled on this
question when I was leaving Brookton to
come down here. A friend of mine, who
helped to place me in this position, said
to me, “What about the price of wheat?”
1 replied, “I do not know that it is going
to be at such an exiraordinary price, I
believe the Government are going to fix
the price.” Thereupon he said, “What
nonsense! The idea of fixing the price
of wheat! Those who have a little to sell
will get nothing for it. Look at our
losses.” I said, “Which do you think will
suffer most—those who have a little to
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sell, or those who bave a lot to buy?’ 1
think it is only right that we should deal
as liberally as possible with those who are
in want of seed. There are in Western
Aupstralia many farmers who have
scarcely enough to eat, and they have to
come to the Government to-day to ask to
be assisted through the great difficulties
arising ont of the sad counditions at pre-
sent obiaining in our State. I am very
pleased indeed to see the statesmanlike
manner in which the Government are
coming to the assistance of the farmer,
and I think Ministers are doing very well
indeed. I know what droughts are, In
the distriet I lived in before esming to
Western Australia I suffered often from
severe droughts—dronghts quite as severe
as that from which we are suffering at the
present time, I had two total failures.
The last one was in 1907; I bhad 1,000
acres under crop, without stripping one
grain. Of eourse, the Victorian Govern-
ment came to the aid of the people, but
not sufficiently. That is one of the main
things to be <onsidered in rendering as-
sistance to the farmers. At the present
time there is every indieation of a fair
price in 1915-16, If a farmer can get
sufficient fodder and seed to put in a rea-
sobable area, then in all probability he
will have a fair season. If he has suffi-
cient seed he will be able to pay off his
liability to the Government and also to
recoup himself largely if not en-
tirely. 1 remember one case arising out
of the great drought of 1902 in Victoria,
A neighbour of mine, a large farmer with
something like 1,500 acres under erop
yearly, was a sufferer; and the Govern-
ment would allow him only £60 in seed
and fodder for each 640 acres, I had a
conversation with this farmer, who said,
“This is no good to me at all. T am eon-
siderably bebind, and the little bit the
Government are offering would not pay
the debis I owe at the present time.” That
venlleman was fortunate enongh to have
a brother in South Australia who posses-
sed plenty of wheat. He went across to
his brother in South Australia to obtain
seed, and he got the £80 from the Vie-
torian Government and spent that in
fodder alone, The following harvest he
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was nof only able to pay off the whole of
his liabilities to his brother and to the
Government, but he had a considerable
banking accounl besides. This goes to
show that if the farmer gets a fair quan-
tity of seed and fodder, sufficient to en-
able him to put in a reasonable ¢rop, he
will be able not only to pay off his lia-
bilities to the Government but also to
place himself in a much better position.
One of the main features Lo be considered
in supplying the needs of the farmers who
have suffered is that the aid given them
should be sufficient to earry them over
the intervening fime. I am very pleased
with the attilude which the Government
have adepted in this matter, and 1 am
also thoroughly satisfied with the inter-
pretation which our leader has given oI
this party’s position, I also approve of
the amendments suggested by the leader
of the Opposition and by the leader of the
Country party, I have no wish to pro-
long the debate at this stage. Some of
our friends on the right have, I think,
repeated over and over again the very
same argumenis and words that each of
the preceding speakers had already used,
We do not seem to have got any further
ahead. The discussion appears to me to
be needless, When the measure goes into
Committee it will receive from me the
support which it needs,

Mr, CUNNINGHAM  (Greenough)
[9.35]: A great deal has already been
said on the Bill under discussion. As
representative of an electorate in which
there are farmers with perhaps a little
wheat to sell, and farmers whose crop:
bave been an absolote failare and who
therefore must be buyers, and in which
there are, further, large numbers of con-
sumers, I recognise that we must eon-
sider the needs of each class of people.
I am pleased indeed to see that the Gov-
ernment have taken this matter up in
the proper spirit, with the desire of keep-
ing in the State for the benefit of our
people what has been produced in this
State. I do not wish to enter into details
or to criticise the measure at this stage,
becanse that would be, az my friend has
said, a mere Tepetition of previous utter-
ances, If there is any defect in the Bill
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as it has come before the House—I under-
stand it is a copy of the South Australian
measure—-the defect can be remedied in
Committee, and the Bill generally made
suitable to our leeal econditions. I am
glad that the Bill has been introduced,
and T feel sure that when it has been
finally shaped in Committee it will render
justice to every section of the community.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret)
[9.37]: I do net intend to offer any ob-
jections to the measure, but I desire to
draw the Premicr's attention to a certain
provision of the Bill which, in my
opinion, directly affects its administra-
tion. The measure provides for a board
of directors, and the number of directors
s three. The chairman of the board,
who is to be appointed by the Governor
in Council, is vested with hoth a delibera-
tive vole and a easting vote; and in the
ahsenee of the chairman the deputy
chairman has the same powers. Two of
the three members of the board form a
quornm.  Thus the echairman for the
time being, whoever he may be—either
the chairman himself or the deputy chair-
man—is placed in the position, when a
meeting is altended only by the quorum
of two, of heing euabled fo carry any-
thing that he desires, To me this seems
an anomaly, and undemocratic. In my
opinion, the chairman should bave only
a casting vote. I have always been
opposed to allowing the chairman a de-
liberative as well as a casting vote. 1
have objected to that principle in the
Municipalities Act, and wherever else 1
have encountered it, and I desire to draw
the Premier’s attention to ifs operation
wnder this Bill. Possibly in connection
with this measure there may be some
extenuating cirecnmstances or special cir-
cumstances justifying the inclusion of
that prineiple,

The Premier :
quorum.

Mr, TAYLOR: In that ease the chair-
man may as well sit by himself, because
the other member of the board is abso-
lutely powerless,

The Premier: If the chairman were not
given a casting vofte, the quoram of two
might never arrive at a decision.

Two are to form a

an

Mr. TAYLOR: We might as well make
this board consist of the ebairman alone.
Tf the position arises of only two members
of the board meeting, then the chairman
with his deliberative and casting votes
conirols the position. I do not see where
the other member of the board would
come in, under those cireumstances.

Xr. Heitmann: 1f the chairman has
only a casting vote it amounis to the
same thing.

Mr. TAYLOR: Here there are four
votes, of which the chairman has iwo,
and the remaining directors one each.
The chairman can use his deliberative
vote to bring about equality, and then
use his casting vote to carry any pro-
posal. That is my objection to the ehair-
man’s having a deliberative vote. He
can use the deliberative vote first and so
malke things equal, and then use his east-
ing vote afterwards. If hon. members
had been placed in the same position as
I have been placed in through the opera-
tion of this prineciple, they would not
regard my objection as they evidently
regard it.

The Premier: The chawrman cannoi
exercise both a casting vote and a delib-
erative vote where there are three mem-
bers.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Let the hon. mem-
ber cxplain, please,

Mr. TAYLOR: Under this measure
the board would consist of three members
—the echairman and two others. The
chairman has a easting vote and also a
deliberative vote. 1 presume that under
this Bill he is permitted to use his de-
liherative voie, and then he ean use his
easting vote afterwards. I have seen a
meeting of nine members divided into
iwo parties of five and four; and the
chairman bas made the position equal
by giving his deliberative vote, and then
kas earried his point by giving his cast-
ing vote. In connection with this measure
he will be able to take that course in 2
meeting of two members; and two form
a quorum. Therefore 1 say that the
Bill proposes to place great power
in the hands of the chairman. 1
am objecting on principles which
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I hold, and I hope the Premier will be
able to show the necessity for the two
votes in the present case, It is idle to say
that people will not use powers given to
them. Powers are used on every oceasion
where they are given.

The Premier: Under this Biil it is not
possible on any occasion for the chairman
to use both his deliberative and his east-
ing vote.

Mr. SPEAKER : Order! May I
suggest that this point he settled in
Committete?

Mr. TAYLOR: I was hopeful this
afternoon, when the Bill was introduced,
that the upanimity of the House would
Liave put the measure throngh afl its
stages by this time.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Is that the only
objection you have to the Bill?

Mr. TAYLOR: I have other objections,
but I hope that in his reply the Premier
will make this point clear, so that there
will be no further discussion on it. When
the House suspended the Standing Orders,
1 thonght the matter was practically
settled between the leaders of the three
parties. T thought it was agresd be-
tween them that the Bill is necessary.
For my part, I am convinced that
the measure gives the Government great
powers. I hope the Government will
not have to exercise those powers,
but I realise the necessity for con-
ferring them on the Government. I
thought hon, members on both sides were
satisfied in that direetion, It is a Bill to
prolect the people of our own State, and
I do not think the Government will deal
harshly with any powers they have when
they are protecting their own people.

Mr, Robinson: May I ask if the Pre-
mier is going to proceed with the Com-
mittee stage of this Bill to-night?

The PREMIER: It is my intention {o
ask the House to go inte Committee on the
Bill and proceed as far as we can until
we meet knotty clauses, the copsideration
of which can be postponed. In this way
we shall leave as little as possible for eon-
sideration on Tuesday next. I would like
an assurance that if we do not proeeed
too late we will get through the Bill on
Tuesday.
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Hon. Frank Wilson: I do not think
there will be any difficulty in dealing with
the Bill in Committee,

The PREMIER : There is another
point; we shall require to suspend {he
Standing Orders again on Tuesday to
permit of the remaining stages being
dealt with at that sitting.

Mr. GRIFFITHS (York) [9:48]: I
rise to address the House with somewhat
mixed feelings. I will not- remind the
Premier of his maiden speoch, because
he declares that he usually likes to be
leit alone on that particular subject.
The diffidence I have as an embryo
politician without experience of the
usages and the customs of this Chamber
is emboldened somewhat after having
listened to some of the speeches which
have been made already.

The Premier : On your own gide too.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: It is pleasing to
note how glad hon. members are at
seeing the Country party in this Chamber,
but it is not surprising to find that the
other parties did so much for us in the
past. The nature of this debate will
not allow me to go into details to try and
prove to the House the reason for our
presence here. 8o far as thizs measure
is concerned, I am pleased to see the
conciliatory spirit evidenced on both
sides of the House. As reprerenting
one of the districts mostly affected so
far as shortage of grain is concerned, it
is satisfactory to see that such a decided
effert is being made to try and meect
the existing difficulties. In the far
eastern portion of the eleclorate I
represent there are a number of settlers
who will not have a grain of wheat
this year, and there are many who have
made contracts which they will, I
believe, be celled upon to fulfii. These
people are in a dire plight, and T do
not know at this hour that it would
be well for me to dwell at length on
that point. I only want to express
my satisfaction at the efforts which are
being made to try and meet the diffi-
culties. I have been inundated with
letters from many of these settlers in
the eastern end of the York electorate,
who are in trouble about their con-
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tracts, and in regard to their food
supplies. Many of them hardly know
where their Christmas dinners are to
¢omse from. I say without fear of contra-
dietion that there are people in that part
of my electorate who do not kncw where
their food supplies are to come from,
and although I have written ard assured
them that they will not be allowed to
want, that pressing burden of want and
anxiety remains on their shoulders. I
had intended to speak on the Address-in-
reply, and there were many things that
I wanted to say, but my leader con-
sidered it adviseble that we should
restrain our eloquence so that the
important legislation which is to come
before us might be debated. I shall
reserve until some future occasion the
right to evpress my view on a number
of subjects. I shall be very pleased,
however, to c¢ommunicate with the
unfortunate settlers to whom I have
referred and point out to them the
afforts which are being made to meet the
difficulties which are fecing them at the
present lime.

Mr. ROBINSON (Canning) [9-53]:
Owing to the extreme importance of
this mensure, I would like to know if
the Committee stage is to be deferred
until Tuesday. Jf the Bill is to be
passed through all its stages to-night—
it is a measure which affects everyone in
Western Australia—it will not receive
that deliberation that its importance
warrants. I feel sure that members
corning here on Tuesday will attend
with their thoughts crystalliised and
the measure then will te dealt with in
a shorter space of time. 1 venture to
suggest for the Premier's consideration
that he and his colleagues and his party
have had for some days past all the
clauses of this Bill under consideration,
whereas we have had the Bill placed in
our hards only this evening, and it is
impossibis for anyone to deo adequate
justice to a measure of this importance
in the few moments at our disposal.
The Cioverrment have a majority in
this House, and the Premier can work
it as he pleases.

Mr. Heitmann :
to do that.

He has no desire
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Mr. ROBINSON: The Premier I am
sure will respect the deliberations of
members on this side of the Chamber,
and I hope the Committee stage will be
allowed to stand over until Tuesday.

Mr. WILLMOTT (Nelson) [9-55):
This Bill covers amongst other things
chaff. I would like to point out that
in my opinion holders of chafl must not
be greedy at this particular time. Com-
ing as I do from a timber distriet, I know
that the carters will have to give up their
oceupation should the price of chaff
rise higher than £8 18s. per ton, If

"those carters cease work it will simply

mean that. we shall lose our market.
I hope growers will note that fact andnot
open their mouths too wide, because if
they do they will kill the goose that is
laying the egg. 1 do not want to speak
on the wheat side of this guestion,
because I represent & constituency
that does not grow a great deal of wheat,
but this is a phase of the question
which I think deserves a certain amount
of consideration and thought, and I
trust than when the public of Western
Australia see what steps are being
taken in regard to this matter they
will quietly consider amongst them-
selves the advisability of not trying
to send up the price of the commodity
I have referred to. If they do, they
will lose their market and their sales.
I will not say any more to-night. Other
matters will crop up at a later date in
which I am more vitally interested,
namely, the timber and fruit irdustries.

Mr. WANSBROUGH  (Beverley)
[9-58]: It affords me a great deal of
pleasure to note the manmer in which
this Bill has been received on all sides
of the House. Unlike the previous
speaker, I represent a chaff district,
and it is particularly with that phase
oi the question that my constituents
are interested. The outstanding features
of the Biil to my mind are clear enough.
The machinery clauses are the only
issues on which we shall have to exercise
care, but T do hope that the leader of
the House will not try to rush the
matter through to-night. We should
have ample time to consider the clauses,
particularly those referring to the board.
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I am not going to say anything more
at this juncture, but will reserve to
myself the right to speak again in Com-
mittee. .

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Sceddan—
Brown Hill-Ivanhoe—in reply) [10-0]:
There have been one or two points raised
which I would like briefly to explain.
I appreciate extremely the remarks
which havo fallen from now members
on the Opposition cross-benches. All
the more do I appreciate them because
at a time Jike the present a little en-
couragement does no harm, but materially
helps when one has a burden to carry,
and that we have a burden just now is
undoubted. I want particularly to stress
the peint that those members directly
representing constilnencies that pro-
duce the commodities we are trying
to control have shown by their speeches
this evening that they appreciate the
fact that in producing a commodity they
have to consider their market, namely, the
rest of the community. So long as
we can view these questions in that
impartial spirit, I am satisfied that
we will do good, not merely to the
producer, but to the consumer as well
The Bill is devised to serve the interests
of ell, producer and consumer alike,
large and small. No better words have
been spoken in this debate than those
of the member for Pingelly (Mr. Hick-
mott), when he said that it is to Lo
kept in mind that, while there are a
few who have o little wheat to sell,
there are many who have a Iut {0 buy.
Personally, 1 appreciate the fact that we
are up against bad times in regard to
this harvest, and will have worse times
ohead unless we are careful in dealing
with what we have on hand. 1 want
to do what I can to make this burden
as light and as short as possible, and we
can make it short by providing all
facilities in enticipation of & bumper
harvest next season. 1 regret that
the member for Katanning (Mr. Thom-
son) should have expressed the opinions
he did. I am afraid he was following
the bad example of the member for
Northam (Hon. J. Mitchell}, in whose
spoken opinion we are introducing the
Bill for no other purpose than to exploit
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the farmer. No one knows hetter than
the member for Northara that there
ia nothing in ihe Bill capable of ex.

ploiting the farmer ; yet in criticising
the measwre the hon. member practically
made that his keynote. He said he
was preparcd to support the Bill ii
I would given an assurance that we
were not out to exploit the farmer. I
am prepsred to give the assurance 1
gave in moving the second reading,
to repeat it now, and to re-echo it until
even the hon. member is satisfied.
The Bill has ancther object, namely,
to be fair and just to the man who has to
purchase the farmer’s product. The
hon. member ought to appreciate the
fact that the fixing of a price for wheat
was done after due consideration by
Parliament. Both Chembers passed the
Bill empowering the appointment of the
commission. Ths only price fixed by
the commission has bren that for
wheet, and the hon. member complaing
that it was too low. It may have been
too low from the point of view of those
fortunate farmers who were able to carry
over some of their wheat even after the
declaration of war, but thoey were few
and far Detween, and they have no
right to hald up the rest of the farmors
and the community generally. The
wheat thoy were holding was being sold
immediatoly prior to the war at 3s, 10d.,
and the action of the Government in
adopting the recommendation of the
ecommission was taken in ord-r to give
them the right to sell their product at
an advance of 8d. And it had another
effect, namely, to prevent thousands
of bushels of wheat from boing exported
from Western AustraliatoSoulh Australia.
Therefore, I am satisfed the (iovornment
did a right thing. We have nover
made any complaint against the com-
mission. The commission is not in-
fallible any more than is Parliament
vr the Ciovernment. The only persen
infallible, in his own mind, is the member
for Northam. In regard to compliaints
atainst the commission I have no
knowled7e of any member supporting
ilie present Government having made
c-mplaint, not even excepting the
twember for Williams Narrogin  (Mr.
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Johnston). He is the only one of our
supporters representing a farming con-
stituency. The others represent in the
main the consomers, the industrial
classes congregated in the cities and
towns and on the goldfields, where {hey
are consuming the prcduct of the farmer,
No complaint has been made against the
action of the commission, or the edoption
by the Government of & price of wheat
which meant an immediate rise of 8d.
a bushel. The only criticism of the
commission was hurled against it by
those in direct Opposition, and by the
newspaper which has given them the
most sapport, namely, the Sunday Times.
That paper made a deliberate attack,
full of spleen, on a member of the com-
mission, an attack which, in my opinion,
was wholly unwarranted. T do not
think I ever met Mr. Rae until he was
intreduced to me by the leader of the
Opposition. We accepted the advice
of the leader of the Opposition, and
appointed Mr. Rae to the commission ;
but if I had known Mr. Rae as well
then as I know him now 1 would not have
hesitated to appoint him off my own bat.
The commission have done their Lest
under trying circumstances.

Hon. Frank Wilson : But you referred
to an hon. member.

The PREMIFR : Your own colleague,
the member for Northam, was the only
hon. member from whom I have had any
correspondence intimating that the farm.-
ers were congerned about the fixing of
the price of wheat.

Hon. J. Mitchell: You have not
replied ; you are too lazy.

The PREMIER: It is not worth
replying to. It is too selfish to take
any notice of. When the hon. member
can broaden his views somewhat, and
recognise that there are others in the
community hesides those whom he
represents, he will be more useful to
the Stote. I regret that it should have
been necessary to make these remarks,
for T want the Rill to be ireated in a
non-party spirit. There is no party
principle involved. All that is involved
in the measure is a desire on the part
of the Government, after having con-
sulted the two parties concerned in con-

. or miller.
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stituting thizs Assembly, to pass a Bill
to protect the interests of the preducer
aud consumer, as well as the merchant
We have never endeavuured
to get the miller to purchase wheat from
the farmer at less than a fair price to the
farmer, and we do not propose to do it.
Neither do we propose to ask the miller
to grist wheat and sell it to the con-
sumer at less than a fair price.

Hon. J. Mitchell: You have not
fixed the price for millers at all.

The PREMIER : The millors came
along, and discussed it with the com-
mission, and, like reasonable men, fixed
their own price. The leader of the
Opposition made some rteference to
the need for being cautious in regard to
fixing the prices of commodities, and
the leader of the Country party referred
to ihe necd of amending one clause
for the purpose of ineerting a provision
from the South Australian Act. The
Parliamentary drafteman consulted me
on that point and explained that the
provision was valueless, that it eould
offeat no purpose in the measure. How-
ever, as we are not going into CCommittes
until Tuesday, I will see him again and
ask him to discover why it was inserted
in the South Australian mensure. Ter-
sonally I think it was in order to make it
appeal to the farmer that extra pre-
caution was being taken to see that he
got o fair deal. It is of no effect, but
if oar farmers really desire the same
assurance I heve no objection. The
question of fixing the market value is
very different. Some say it should be
fixed on ths world’s market, which
means in other words, the Tondon
market, whilst on the other hand, some
say it should be fixed on the basis of
supply and demand. I would not like
to be a member of a commission which
had to answer for having fixed a price
on the law of supply and demand.
That hos been a subject for controversy
from time immemorial, and nobody hes
vet discovered a satisfactory solution.

Hon. Frank Wilson : But supply and
demand fix the values for you.

The PREMIER: Then we do not
require the Bill if we are going to argue
on the basis that supply and demand will
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fix the price, and if the leader of the
Opposition is prepared to leave it to
supply and demand.

Hon. Frank Wilson : I did not say so.

The PREMIER: But one of your
colleagues did.

Hon. Frank Wilson: No, you said
yourseli that the wvalues should be
fixed on the basis of supply and demand.

The PREMIER : TUnder existing con-
ditions wo cannot take into account
the guestion of supply and demand
fixing the prices of the necessaries
of life. What we have to take into
account is the fair value to the pro-
ducer, while serving the intcrests of
the consumer.  This is a question which,
in my opinion, it is undesirable that
Parliament should try to solve, or give
a decision upon for incorporation in
an Act of Parliament. KFven since we
have had the Food Commission the
prices of commodities have varied from
day to day, and under local conditions
it will be always necessary to have
sufficient freedom to alter the prices,
if not from day to day, at least from
woelk to week or month to month,
I do not want to he placed in the position
of having continually to come to Par-
liament, or call Parliament together to
meet an emergency brought about by
& measure proviously passed, and I
think it would be preferable to deal with
the Bill from the point of view of the
general concern of the community,
and endeavour to get a board which
will maeke it unnecessary to appeal to
any other authority on the guestion of
prices and which will adjust these
matters in a manner satisfactory to
all parties. Of course the board will
not be able to give entire satisfaction.
One person who had s little wheat to
sell said he would burn it rather than
soll it to the Government for seed ab
79. ‘That is a selfish attitude to adopt,
and one which will not be supported
by any section of the Housze. The
prices which might be fixed for com-
modities will vary so constantly that
it will be better to have a board or
commission who c¢an salter the prices
quickly to meet the different conditions.
The leader of the Country party referred
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to Clause 19, and I have asked the
Attorney Cevneral to give it special
consideraiion so that in Committee we
shall be able to thoroughly explain its
purport, and if it does not meet the
wishes of hon. members we might be
able to amend it so that iv will. We
wish to protect all parties, hut I want
to disabuse the hon. members’ mird
that this clause has any boaring on
the contracts mede by farmers for the
forward sale of wheat. That is a malter
which the Government have considered,
and another Bill will be introduced
in the course of a few days to give
relief in respect to all indwstries, and
wé hopo to afford relief in the case
of the contracts which have been men.
tioned by hon. members. In regard to
the remarks of the member for Mount
Margaret (Mr. Taylor} respecting the
position of chairman, the board will
consiat of three persons, and when
all three are present the chairman will
have a deliberate vote and no casting
vote will be necessary. We provids
that two will form a quorum because
we want decisions arrived at, It is
undesirable that there sheuld be wrang-
ling and that one should vote one way
and the other another way and that
the time of the country should be taken
up in useless controversy. On such
an occasion who is the person who should
give a final decision but the chairmsan ?

Mr. Holman: It is done on every
bench,

The PREMIER : Yes, and the same
applies to the Arbilration Court. The
chairman will be unable to give a casting
vote against the majority because the
only occasion on which he will he able
to exercise it will be when only two of
the three members are present. I appre-
ciate the remarks of most hon. members
but I regret particularly that the member
for Northam (Hon. J. Milchell) could
not raise himself above his usual position
and recognise in the Bill a desire on
the part of the Government to do what
is considered best for all concerned,
and not as he would lead people to
believe, a desire to exploit any one
soction of the community.

Question put and passed.
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Bill read a second time.

PAPERS.—QUESTION OF PRO-
CEDURE.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Perih})
[10-20): On a question of privilege,
I would like to point out before the
House adjourns that this afternoon
the Attorney General read some corres-
pondence from a public file. I merely
wish to draw attention to the fact that
it is & well-known parliamentary pro-
cedure when a Minister of the Crown
quotes from public correspondence or
public files he should then lay the
papers on the Table of the House.

The Premier : Who said he did ?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : The Attor-
noy General read from ecorrespondence
or & file, I would ask if the Attorney
General laid those papers on the Table,
and if not, I would request you to
remind him to do so.

Mr. SPEAKER [10-21]:
question of privilege ;
procedure.

The Premier :
talk so much.

There is no
it is a point of

He is privileged to

Hon. Frank Wilson : Do not be
insolent.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The point

raisod by the hon. member for Perth
is perfectly sound. The only objection
is that he should have taken the point
when the Attorney General quoted from
the papers. Ii the Attorney General
desires to lay the papers on the Table
of the House now, that is entirely in
his hands.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: I depended
upon the Attorney General following
the usual procedure. '

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. Walker—Kanowna) [10-22]: My
remarks this afternocon were not in-
tended in the strict sense of the word to
be & quotation from a file. It was
simply a statement, and for the purposes
of making that statement clear, and
in order to avoid any comment, I read
& letter especially at the request of
the hon. member and sequentially the
statements collated by the Chief Eleotoral

(8]

217

Officer. It was not & matter of gquoting
from the file or of reading correspondence
80 much a3 one of meaking clear the
exact position in relation to & charge
made last night by the hon. member.
Inasmuch as every word which was
uttered here to-day will appear in
Hansard 1 cannot see the necessity for
laying the papers on the Table. Every
word will be published, and the report
will comprise the whole of the matter
I read from. It was not a file in any
senge of the word. Tt was a staternent
in the words of the Chief Electoral
Officer chiefly for the purpose of clear-
ness and precision.

Hon. Frank Wilson:
file ¥

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No ;
merely a reporé I called for to-day, to
desl with the matter mentioned last
night.

Hon. Frank Wilson: It was a file.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It

Was not it &

‘was entirely a series of statementscollated

to meet the particular case mentioned
last night. Tt was a statement and
nothing more than a statement, and
in order that there might be no im-
agination about it and no departure
from actual facts, I read the actual
words and the actual figures.

Hon. J. D. Connolly : What objection
can you have to following the usual
procedure and laying it upon the Table ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : There
is no necessity to do so when every word
of it will appear in Hansard. Why does
the hon. member desire to have it both
in Hansard and on the Table? Un-
fortunately I have sent the papers
back to the office, but if the hon. member
wishes it T will lay them on the Table,
though surely it is sufficient to have
the report in Hansard.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Why not
follow the custom which is observed
by every Minister of the Crown ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It
is unnecessary ; the hon. member will
have Hansard on Tuzsday.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Bring the papers
baok with you on Tuesday.
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
whole of it will be in Hansard.

Mr. SPEAKER (10-24):
insist on the papers being laid on the
Table by the Attorney General because
the time for raising the point has been
delayed too long.

House adjourned at 10-25 p.m.

Aegislative Council,
Tuesday, 15th December, 1914.

Pms

- Pnpers presented - 218

&uestlon Purhnmantary Members Prwileges 218
otion Bush Fires Act, suspension of Beguls

- . . 218

Bille: La.nd Act Amendment 2., Com. ... - 21

Lunacy Act Amendment, 2., Com. ... .. 222

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Segretary: 1, Public
Works Department, report for the finan-
cial year 1913-14; 2, Government Savings
Baok, annual balance sheet, report and
returns for the year ending 30th June,
1914; 3, Fisheries Aect, 1905-13—
Whaling License to the Australia Whal-
ing Coy., Ltd.

QUESTION — PARLIAMENTARY
MEMBERS' PRIVILEGES.

Hon. J. CORNELL asked the Colonial
Secretary: 1, How many persons have
been returned as members of the Legisla-
tive Council since the ineeption of Res-
ponsible Government? 2, How many
members or ¢z-members of the Legislative

I will not’
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Council are there who have at any period
vecupied a seat therein continuously tor
a period of twelve years? 3, How many
persons have been returmed as members
of the Legislative Assembly since the in-
ception of Kesponsible Government9y 4,
flow many members or ex-members are
there of the Legislative Assembly who
have at any period oceupied a seat therein
continnously for a period of ten years? 5,
How many Ministers and ex-Ministers of
the Crown have there been since the in-
ception of Responsible (Gfovernment? G,
How many Ministers and ex-Ministers of
the Crown are there who have been
granted life passes over the Railways of
Western Australia? 7, How many Presi-
denis and Speakers have there been since
the inception of Responsible Govern-
went? 8, How many Presidents and
Speakers have been granted life passes
over the Railways of Western Australia?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied as follows: 1, 103; 2, 16; 3, 407;
4, 19; 5, 55, 6, 24; 7, 3 Presidents and %
Speakers; 8, 1 President and 2 Speakers

MOTION—BUSH FIRES ACT, STIS-
PENSION OF REGULATIONS,
Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM

{North) [4.40]: I move—
That in the opinion of this House the
Government should lake the necessary
steps to suspend the regulations in com-
nection will the burning-off and bush-
firing in the Victoria district from the
Ist January, 1915, owing to the
droughly conditions—the absence of
grass and crops—the wnecessity of get-
ting scrub burned off before the cool
weather sets im, thus affording addi-
tional employment lo workers,
The objeet I lhave in moving this
motion has been so plainly set for-
ward in the motion itsel{ that it is almost
guperfluous to make many remarks in con-
nection with it.

Hon, J, F. Cullen: Has it not been ear-
ried out already?

Hon, Sir E, H. WITTENQOOM: Wo.
I would like to ezplain to hon. members



